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(D scussion off the record.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let's see, our first
person is -- and | m spronounce people's nanes,
notoriously I"mbad at that. Ki m Zohl ke.

MR ZOHLKE: Yes, that's right.

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  First tine.

KIM ZOHLKE, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Just spell your nane
for the record.

MR ZOHLKE: Z OHL KE, first nane is
Kim KI M

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: And just tell us where
you live.

MR, ZOHLKE: My hone address is 703
Pl easant Gak Drive, Oregon, W sconsin.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: And any property in the
area that you're concerned about?

MR. ZOHLKE: No, | have not. M farmis
strai ght south of here two hours, in Mnroe County.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  All right. Go ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR ZOHLKE: Well, thank you for
letting me go near the front end here. Wth the
| ast name of Z, we don't get to start off very

of t en.
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As a way of background, nane is Kim
Zohl ke. | was the head of new generation for
Al liant Energy of Invest In Your Om Uility that
basically serves parts of |lowa, Wsconsin and
M nnesota. | spent 30 years at Alliant and | eft
Alliant three and a half years ago after 30 years in
the industry. And in that process, | had the
opportunity to permt coal plants, permt gas
generation, permt wind farm generation, and buy a
host of different resources fromdistributed
generation froma nunber of different small sources
primarily on behalf of the utility custonmers and the
renewabl e portfolio requirenents of the conpany.

| also had the opportunity to better and
develop a wind farmconstruction firm an EPC firm
that basically built wind farns nati onwi de. |['ve
had the opportunity to travel nationw de and visit
w t h stakehol ders, | andowners, and just about
anybody who's connected to a wind farmin a nunber
of different projects ranging fromthe State of
New York to Texas to -- and throughout the upper
m dwest .

For the matter of the record, there's
three things that | wanted to be part of the record.

And by the way, this is nmy own opinion, not that of
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a fornmer enployer or a current enployer, but from
t he standpoint of what it is that | think that's
i nportant about this decision that's before the PSC.

Nunmber one is the inportance of wind in
the integrated resource portfolio for the utility.
W nd has a very unique position, and that is it is
hi gh upfront capital cost, it is | ow operating cost,
and the going forward costs are very nuch known and
very, very much low risk. There is no fuel risk,
there is no environnental em ssions risk with the
wind farm As a utility, you want part of that in
your portfolio. That's part of your hedge in your
portfolio.

There is new interest in |arge conpanies,
i ke Googl e and ot hers, who have said, you know
what, we declare our own RPS standard, we want green
in our resource portfolio and we want options. 1In
addition, we have the mlitary whose requirenent for
green energy is part of an admnistrative order and
they are | ooking for green energy. Good green
energy resources have an inportant part in our
future.

The second point | wanted to put on the
record was the inportance and the good work that PSC

128 was. | have had the opportunity to build a wind
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farm and develop it in Wsconsin without those
rules. 1've also built wnd farns in other states
that had simlar rules, and |I've built in other
states that had no rules at all. Fromthe
standpoint of -- while there may be differences of
opi ni on about those rules in general, no matter
where you go, the topics are the sanme, the debates
are the sanme, the issues are generally the sane. W
solve themdifferently at tinmes because of the | ocal
requi renents, the | ocal needs, or whatever. But
believe nme, that piece of work, 128, in ny m nd
represents one of the best sets of w nd standards |
have seen anywhere and represents a collective

bal ance of what |I'Il call the stakeholders in terns
of hel pi ng provi de a qui deline.

Last point I wanted to nake was the fact
that -- the inportance of a good developer. 1In the
late '90s, in the early 2000s, | was approached by a
| ot of devel opers that were new in the process and
we used to say two guys in a pick-'emup truck could
start developing a wind farm | had the opportunity
to buy a nunber of wind farnms for the utility fl eet
and do the due diligence for the quality of the w nd
farmthat we were buying; found a big difference in

ternms of the quality, the work and the stakehol der
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| i steni ng and nanagenent that was goi ng on.

From what | can ascertain, the EEW group
has done a good job being strai ghtforward,
transparent and followi ng the guidelines with regard
to PSC 128. From ny perspective, in sonme -- these
sorts of projects are needed. Wsconsin |ags our
nei ghbors, M nnesota and Illinois and M chi gan.
These sorts of projects are needed for our energy
future. The guidelines that we are working under
seemto be as good as what we've got and as good as
what anyone has with regard to going forward and are
critically inmportant. And lastly, it seens as
t hough that the develop that you're working with
wants to do the right thing in terns of devel oping
t he process.

So that's the end of ny questions -- or
comrents. Thanks for the opportunity.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Thank you, sir.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  All right. Next is
C ndy Kuscienko. Did | get that right?

MS. KUSCIENKO  You did very well. You
are probably one of four that have ever pronounced
it correctly.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Is that on the record?
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Ckay. Let's just get off the record a second.

(Di scussion off the record.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let nme swear you in.

Cl NDY KUSCI ENKO, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Can you spell your | ast
names for us.

M5. KUSCIENKO: K USCI1 EN, as in
Nancy, K O

EXAM NER NEWMARK: | have you at 2953
210t h Avenue in Enerald. And any other properties
or tower locations you' re concerned about?

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. KUSCI ENKO.  Yes, very nuch so. |
live within a half mle of the turbine that is just
east of the Sal seg property. M property will also
be conprom sed because the collector circuits wll
be goi ng down the road on our side of the road. M
septic systemis wthin feet of that ditch. So yes,
| have very many concerns, not only fromthe nearby
turbines; but in reviewing the maps, we are
basically surrounded by 12 of themwithin a mle of
my hone.

| amgoing to read a statenent, so if | go
too fast, which |I have tendency to do, please be

sure to stop ne.
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| am Ci ndy Kuscienko and | have been a
resident of the Town of Forest for the |ast seven
years. My husband and | purchased 40 acres back in
2005, noved here, and never | ooked back at going
back to the Twin Cities. W fell in love with the
area, and our dreamis to live here and to die here.

Now that dreamis in jeopardy with the
potential of a 41 500-foot wind turbine project in
the Town of Forest where the mpjority of the
residents are vehenently opposed to a project of
this magnitude. Not only were we lied to by the
managi ng nmenbers of Energi ng Energies, LLC H ghland
W nd, LLC, we were betrayed by the people we trusted
as town board nenbers and friends.

As soneone who has every intention of
staying in the Town of Forest until | amno |onger
capable of living on ny ow, | amvery concerned
about the health inpacts that coul d present
t henselves if this project does cone to fruition.
Not only for nme and ny husband, but for the nany
people that live in this area. | do understand that
sone peopl e have been unaffected by turbines of any
size in wi nd projects throughout the country. But
as testinony is given in Wsconsin and throughout

the world, there are many that are inpacted. There
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are three famlies in the Shirley project in

G ennore, Wsconsin, who abandoned their hones
because of health issues that came up after the
turbines there went online. | have been to the top
of lowa Wnd Farmthat consists of 89 turbines in
the Joice, Kensett and Lake MIIs, |owa area, where
the turbines there would be considered m nuscul e at
320 feet tall

| was inpacted by the shadow flicker as |
tried to take video footage of it. | also
experi enced headaches on a regular basis when in
close proximty to the turbines. Just seeing the
bl ades rotating in the distance caused ne to
experience dizziness. Based on ny own persona
experience, | have no doubt that the people who have
testified before the PSCin Wsconsin are telling
the truth as they know it.

What coul d possibly notivate themto give
up everything they have worked for, where they've
raised their famlies, where they' ve kept the famly
| egacy alive by taking over the honestead, to lie
about what has happened not only to them but to
their children? How can they not be believed when
all over the world there are famlies that have al

experi enced many of the sane health i ssues w thout
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any known cause ot her than the commobn denom nator in
all of the conplaints are industrial health w nd
t ur bi nes?

The fact that they noved to protect the
heal th, safety and welfare of their famlies, |
consider their actions to be heroic and unselfish
even though many nmay have conprised their financial
health as they cannot sell their home. Their
deci sions were based on sel f-preservati on and one of
the nost primtive defensive reactions, protecting
the famly. M. Dave Enz, who now lives with his
wfe in their notor hone away from his property, has
of fered nunmerous tinmes including, again, in his
testinony at the technical hearing in Madi son, an
open invitation to his vacant hone in G ennore to
anyone wi shing to see for thensel ves what he and his
w fe experienced there after the Shirley project
went online. To save their |ives, they gave up
everything they put their hearts and souls into.

| challenge the Public Service
Comm ssioners, M. Mntgonery, M. Callisto and
Ms. Nowak, along with anyone connected w th any
| egi sl ati on concerning wi nd turbine construction in
the State of Wsconsin, to take M. Enz up on his

offer. Every senator, every state representative,
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every town board nenber, every mayor, every
governnent official, including Governor Wl ker,
shoul d be nandated to stay in the Enz' honme for 24
hours or nore when the turbines are in operation.
Again, | challenge you to know firsthand
what many have testified to with God as their
W tness. Bring your spouse, children, bring your
grandchi l dren, and see for yourself what can happen
with an industrial wind project. You may not
personally be affected by the audi bl e sound, the
el ectromagnetic fields, the changes in pressure on
t he body, the headaches, the anxiety and the pani cky
feeling that many nay experience; but your elderly
not her, your epileptic son, your autistic brother,
may be. Do you want to take that chance? What
would you do if it was your famly? Wuld you |et
them stay in harms way? Wuld you call themliars?
Wuld you tell themthat this just can't be possible
because you were told by the wi nd devel oper and sone
of your elected officials that support the ideol ogy
that wind energy is not only clean, green and free,
but that wi nd turbines don't cause people to get
sick? Wuld you be able to go to sleep at night
wth a clear conscience know ng there are famlies

that do suffer these synptons? Wat would you do if
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it was yours?

You woul d do what | am doing, fighting any
way | can to preserve |life as | know it now,
protecting what we have toiled with our blood, sweat
and tears for fromthe threat of a nannmade pl ague.
This plague is not about saving the world. It is
about greed, corruption, and the prom se of
greenbacks to a few | andowners and naki ng wi nd
devel opers mllionaires in controlling our |and.

| am concerned with the potential effect
of turbines on nmy own health as | have been
di agnosed with high blood pressure in the | ast year
and a half. Wile it is being treated wth
nmedi cation, | have no idea how this could play out
if turbines cane into the town. | also found out
many years ago that | cannot sleep with an electric
bl anket on ny bed. Even turned off, these devices
still emt electromagnetic fields, just like all of
our electric devices emt, that would then result in
nmy awakening with a headache every norning that
bl anket was plugged in. Wen | renoved the bl anket
fromny bed or unplugged it, ny headaches
dimnished. |If could be affected in that manner, |
wonder how others wll also be affected.

| am al so the aunt of a young nman
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di agnosed with Asperger's Syndrone. | know
firsthand how noi ses and ot her things you and |
woul d consi der unobtrusive and subtle inpact one who
is struggling with any form of autistic spectrum

di sorder. Wuld ny nephew be able to conme to ny

hone if the turbines are in operation? | don't
know. | do know that he is very sensitive to noise
and | would be concerned for his well-being. | am

aware of two fanmilies that have children with
autism And | fear that a wind project could, and
pr obably woul d, conpletely derail their health and
wel | -being as well as devastating the lives of the
parents who care for these children

Sure, mtigating audi ble sound and shadow
flicker is feasible. W can wear earplugs or
headgear to try to block the noise. W can wear
dark sungl asses, close all the wi ndows, draw the
shades, go into roons wthout wi ndows, turn on the
air conditioning to block the pul sati ng whooshes
t hat perneate the atnosphere. W can use nore
el ectricity to protect ourselves fromthose
so-cal | ed annoyances, perpetuating the need for nore
turbines or other fornms of energy to keep up with
the increased demand due to nothers and fathers

trying to protect their famly, to get their
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children to sl eep peacefully so they can function
and learn in school, to make sure that the doctor or
nurse in the house can be rested for the next day's
surgery schedule, for the pilot who is flying
soldiers fromareas of war back to the arnms of their
| oved ones. That rationalization of using nore
energy to mtigate the potentially life threatening
condi tions caused by irresponsible turbine siting
does not make sense to ne.

Sl eep depravati on has been the nost
di scussed synptomof living within an industri al
W nd project. Sleep depravation can cause
irreparabl e harm and danage to any |iving, breathing
creature. Sleep depravation is a formof torture
t hat has been used for centuries. Sleep depravation
caused by infrasound, the inaudible sound, has been
known to cause deat h.

I n Wkipedia, infrasound is described as,
| quote, nonlethal, but can still kill under certain
condi tions, unquote. The U.S. Departnent of Defense
states, and again | quote, that it has denonstrated
phased arrays of infrasonic emtters. The device
generates sound at about 7 hertz. The output from
the device is routed to an array of open emtters.

At this frequency, arnor and concrete walls and
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ot her common building materials all ow sound waves to
pass through providing little defense, end quote.

Also noted in research conducted that sone
comon bi oeffects of el ectronagnetic or other
nonl et hal weapons include effects to the human
central nervous systemresulting in physical pain,
breathing difficulty, vertigo, nausea,
di sorientation, and other system c disconforts.
Interference with breathing poses the nost
significant and potentially lethal results. Light
and repetitive visual signals can induce epileptic
sei zures. Vection and notion sickness can
al so occur. Cavitation, which effects gas nuclei in
human tissue, and heating can result from exposure
to ultrasound and can cause danmge to tissue and
organs, end quote.

| am not an expert in any of these areas
by any nmeans. But commpbn sense tells ne that this
effect cannot be mtigated, that the only recourse
woul d be to suffer the consequences or npbve away
fromthe source of infrasound. W should not be
referred to as collateral damage or policy roadkill.
We are people very concerned about the effect of
500-f oot industrial wind turbines on the quality of

our lives, the effect on our | and val ues and, as
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importantly, the retention of our constitutional
rights in Arendnents 5 and 14.

Pl ease, Comm ssioners, do the right thing
and deny the application of a CPCN for Hi ghland W nd
Farmin the Town of Forest Wsconsin. Thank you
very nuch.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Thank you, nma'am

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: O f the record.

(Di scussion off the record.)

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  Goodri ch, C audine.

CLAUDI NE GOCDRI CH, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVARK: And Goodrich, it's
GOODRI CH at 3032 210th Avenue in Enerald.
Do you have any ot her address or turbine |ocation
t hat you' re concerned about?

M5. GOODRICH: That's it.

EXAM NER NEWWARK: (Ckay. Go ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

By M5. GOODRICH: Hi, ny nanme is C audi ne

Goodrich. Thank you for the opportunity to share ny

t houghts in this inportant topic. As a | andowner

who coul d potentially host one of the turbines,

pl ease know that | take this situation extrenely

seriously. | have devoted nmany hours of thought and
7\
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prayer to finally arrive at the insights that I'm
going to share with you today.

| ama wife of 36 years, a nother of three
grown children, a grandnother of two grandsons, a
teacher of English, and an owner of a cattle
operation in Forest Township. |In each one of these
roles, | care deeply about the people and the
animals that | care for and interact wwth. M
husband, ny kids, ny grandkids, ny students, ny
cows, ny horses, ny friends, and ny nei ghbors. |
very much woul d never make a decision that | thought
m ght harm these people or creatures who are so very
special to ne.

The concern about visual, auditory and
ot her inpacts fromthe turbines is a natural
reaction, especially when the source is so close to
our bel oved honmes. However, after weighing all the
research and evidence, after re-exanm ning the
process that Energi ng Energi es has pursued, after
listening to the opponents and the supporters of the
wind farm | truly believe that to nove ahead with
the wind farmis the right decision. Wnd power
conbi nes the best offer by nother nature and today's
technol ogy to provide a val uabl e source of enerqgy.

We nmust concentrate on the inportance of a
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bi gger picture, our future generations. It is
essential that we do our part to provide those who
cone after us with a clean, safe and unconstrai ned
exi stence such as we were given.

| Iove the conmunity and the peopl e and
the land in Forest Township. | fell in love with
Forest the nonent ny famly explored it 15 years
ago. | realize the turbines wll change the
appearance of our communities. | get that. But
that transformation will strengthen our country in
the end. W still have the |and and each other to
cherish. When |I | ook at nmy grandkids, | want them
to know that | did ny best to ensure that they have
the life opportunities | was so fortunate to have
because ny ancestors were thinking about nme before |
was born.

We sinply cannot continue to be dependent
on other countries for energy, and we cannot keep
produci ng uncl ean energy. Just as the tel egraph
wres, the railroad tracks, the power |lines, and the
cell towers before us, we learned to live with and
enbrace progress. |In fact, we soon learned to

cherish the benefits provided by these changes which

frightened us so nuch at first. | feel the w nd

turbines will quickly becone a val uabl e part of our
7\
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beautiful forest |andscape because we are helping to
nmeet the ever-increasing demands for clean power
generation. | will be proud to support any effort
that will ensure a happy, healthy, free existence,
that our future generations so justly deserve.
Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Thank you, nma'am

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Mel i nda Goodri ch

MELI NDA GOODRI CH, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Same Goodrich, and |
have you at 144 H ghway 63 in Cl ear Lake?

MS. M GOODRI CH:  Yes.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: And ot her properties or
pl aces you want to tal k about?

M5. M GOODRI CH:  No.

EXAM NER NEWWMARK: Ckay. Go ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M. M GOODRICH M nane is Mlinda
Goodrich, and | would like to take the tine to
express ny support for the proposed H ghland W nd
Farmin Forest, Wsconsin. | reside in nearby d ear
Lake and own property in Forest Township, and ny
famly resides in Forest Township.

| was first introduced to the idea of
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harvesting wi nd energy in our area about four years
ago, and after careful research and educati on have
been a proponent of the H ghl and Wnd Farm proj ect.

| believe it brings an i mrense neans of econom c
support to our comrunity which in this current
econony is vital to our town's future. It also

t akes advantage of our resource readily available in
our area: wind. Wnd energy is a clean resource
that aids in reducing pollution, wind energy is cost
conpetitive and, in fact, one of the | east expensive
renewabl e energy sources currently avail abl e.

The proposed Hi ghland Wnd Farmw || bring
nmuch needed jobs to our snmall comunities; and on a
gl obal | evel, by supporting wind energy growh, we
can hopefully limt our dependence on foreign
sources of fossil fuels.

In conclusion, | believe the benefits of
nmovi ng forward with the proposed H ghl and Wnd Farm
in Forest, Wsconsin, far outweigh any negatives. |
would i ke to see this project nove forward.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Thank you.

(Wtness excused.)

(Di scussion off the record.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let's conti nue on.

Jenni fer Ander son
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JENNI FER ANDERSCQN, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWWARK: So that's Anderson,
ANDERSON

MS. ANDERSON: Yes.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: 1977 County Road P in
G enwood?

MS. ANDERSON:  Yes.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Any ot her addresses or
| ocati ons you want to tal k about or are concerned
about ?

MS. ANDERSON: The 40 acres at 1977 County
Road P, that's turbine nunber 49 to the east. There
is aturbine directly to the west. And the O&M
building is across the road to the south of our 40
acres.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. ANDERSON: Again, ny nane is
Jenni fer Anderson, and | have lived in the Town of
Forest for nine years. | grew up in the Town of
Enerald, which is the municipality touching the
sout hwest corner of the Town of Forest.

| grew up know ng current Town of Forest
resi dents through school, church, 4H, et cetera. |
grew up on a dairy farm | mlked cows to support

nysel f through college, and | even narried the
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m | kman. Sone of ny best friends are dairy farners.
And | have a huge respect for the farmng comunity
because ny |ife has always revol ved around the
farm ng community. | know how hard farmng is,
financially, physically, nentally, enotionally. And
| believe what is harder than that is how this whole
scenario has torn the farm ng comunity of the Town
of Forest apart. And this huge tear in our
community | believe cones fromthe |ack of public
out r each.

Jay Mundi nger's rebuttal testinony dated
August 19th, page 2, line 16, states, "Considering
t he nunber of presentations that were nade to
publicly noticed neetings at the town hall, Energing
Energi es and Hi ghl and Wnd Farm were clearly above

board fromthe onset," et cetera, et cetera, and
Jam e Junker's direct testinony dated August 30th,
2012, and all his exhibits dated August 30th, 2012,

shows facts of no public outreach. And this |ack of

public outreach has, | believe, a |arge inpact on
public health that will change lives in the township
forever.

"' mgoing to use one exanple of the Bob
Mller famly. They live at 2948 Hi ghway 64. Bob

has Par ki nson's di sease, and anyone who knows Bob
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knows he has a huge sense of hunor and woul d take
the shirt off his back for anyone. Bob and his

wi fe, Annette, have four grandchildren with one on
the way within a fewmle radius. The MIller famly
is a nonparticipating dairy farmw th many turbines

surrounding the farm Literally his entire farm

w il be covered with noise plunes.
Now, |'m not agai nst being green. |
recycle as nuch as possible, | watch ny energy

usage, et cetera. But there is a place for
everything. And |I'mnot pointing out the whole
concept of "not in ny backyard."” But why put them
in a residential area, based on negative health
studies? And I'm asking the PSC to pl ease consi der
the negative health inpacts that this will have on
the MIler famly and many ot her Town of Forest
resi dents.

And | would like to submit to the PSC ny
current health survey. | am 35 years old and on two
hi gh bl ood pressure nedications. M famly genetics
is not the greatest. M father passed away at the

age of 40 of heart disease, ny grandfather was 57,

and ny great grandfather is 45. And |I'm not going

to predict the future of ny health status -- maybe |

got nmy nother's genes -- but | do have health issues
7\
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t hat have the possibility to nove in an even greater
di rection.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

MS. ANDERSON:. Thank you so nuch.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Thank you.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: So the w tness has
handed ne a survey entitled Survey Questionnaire
Forest Resident Information Health Survey dated
Septenber 18th with her name and address. So we'l|l
put that with her coments. W'Il file that with
t he public comment exhibit.

Ckay. We have Bob Tredi nni ck.

BOB TREDI NNI CK, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK: | have your nane,
TREDI NI -- NI CK

MR TREDINNICK: T REDI NNI CK

EXAM NER NEWWVARK: Ckay. 2044 County Road
P in Eneral d?

MR TREDI NNI CK: Um hmm

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Any ot her | ocations
you' re concerned about or interested in?

MR, TREDI NNI CK:  No.

EXAM NER NEWWVARK: Go ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT
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BY MR TREDINNICK: | | earned about the
w ndm ||l project when it was first put in the paper

that, you know, this conpany wanted to cone up, talk
about it. And when | first sawit, | Kkind of
t hought it was a classic exanple of, you know, a
conpany comng in wanting to pit one place agai nst
anot her for devel opnent |ike | arge manufacturers do.
| was kind of surprise when had | got here
and found out they were really seriously interested
in putting up sone windmlls here. D dn't know
anyt hi ng about them They had two or three other
nmeetings after that initial one, and that's when
they asked if | would be -- people at the nmeeting or
if I would be interested in signing up or hosting
one. And | signed up that I would be interested in
it.

After that, you know, there is a long tine
went by, and | found out that at a future neeting
that | would not be chosen or ny | and was not chosen
to post a wind turbine. Shortly thereafter, | was
approached to sign an overhang easenent with the
conpany. And that took about five or six nonths
goi ng back and forth before a final decision was
made. But while that was going on, | knew soneone

t hat was opposed to the windmlls that they actually
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made the trip over and spent tinme at an existing
wnd facility. And frankly, | thought that was
pretty smart idea. So | traveled down to northern

| owa, southern M nnesota, where | knew there was
sonme wind farns there and hung around there for a
while, not really anal ogous to the ones and the size
they want to put up here. So recently, down in
Cashton, Wsconsin, | noticed that they put up sonme
towers that woul d appear to be the same size of what
they want to put here. | didn't nmeasure them by any
stretch. But, you know, after, you know, seeing

t hose, being around them spending tinme with them I
did sign the overhang easenent.

Qur townshi p has, you know, needs that the
current board has identified. Frankly, | agree with
them whether it be roads, equi prment, [|abor,
what ever the case may be. And, frankly, that stuff
takes noney to do. W don't have a | ot of business
or industry being down, you know, the highway to
devel op or set up shop here in Forest. |If we want
to grow our comunity or expand or inprove, we have
one source, and that's taxing the people who live
here. And whether it be through bonds or direct
taxes, the w nd developnent is going to give us an

opportunity to have a nice way to either reduce our
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taxes or at mnimum hold them at the sanme where
they're at now, and still be able to neet the goals
of what the current town board has identified.

There's no doubt the windm |ls are going
to change the | andscape. You know, | understand
that conpletely. | would never try to convince
nysel f or anyone otherw se. But the | andscape's
changed hundreds of tinmes over the years; and as was
stated earlier, | didn't realize | would be
repeating it, but as was stated earlier, it's sinply
anot her change that is com ng down the road, and I
think it will be quite beneficial.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  All right. Well,
t hanks very nuch.

MR, TREDI NNl CK:  Thank you.

(Wthin excused.)

EXAM NER NEWWARK: Mna Karau, K A R A U

MONA KARAU, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: | have you at 2643
H ghway 64, Eneral d?

M5. KARAU. Um hmm

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Any ot her | ocations or
tower | ocations?

MS. KARAU:. No.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.
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DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT
BY M5. KARAU: Let ne read ny statenent.
Commi ssioner, ny nane is Mona Karau. M husband and

| have lived on our farmin the Town of Forest for

32 years. M roots run deep here. | have been the
town treasurer or 24 years. | also have been the
organi st for St. John's for over 30 years. | have

wor ked for the federal Head Start Programin the
community for over 25 years. |I'ma bird watcher, a
| over of nature, and | | ove the benefits of hunting.
According to the thorough studies that are
required by the state, which Energi ng Energi es had
to submt, prove that what | | ove about |iving here
in Forest will not be conpromsed. | feel the
proposed wi nd farmthat Energing Energies wants to
build is a wonderful opportunity for the community,
county and the state. Benefits | feel our comunity
wll see are local farnmers who wll benefit
financially; to succeed, farners need diversity.
The town and county residents wll benefit
financially. There will be job opportunities, |ocal
busi nesses will benefit financially, the country
will benefit by the green energy produced in the
Town of Forest.

| hope that the Public Service Comm ssion
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wll deemthis a project that can proceed as pl anned
by Energing Energies. And thank you for this
opportunity.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Thank you.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Next is Ray Smith.

RAY SM TH, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: | have you at 2338
265th Street in C ear Lake?

MR SMTH. That's correct.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Any ot her properties or
tower | ocations you want to tal k about?

MR SMTH No. Is it all right if |
st and?

EXAM NER NEWVARK: | prefer if you sit, if
you don't mnd. Unless --

MR SMTH  See, | was taught -- | was a
teacher, and | was taught that when you' re teaching
you shoul d stand.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. What am | going
to say?

MR SM TH.  Sonebody isn't paying
attention and you go over there and. ..

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let's go off the

record.

g \
\ N |
WWW.GRAMANNREPORTING.COM * 414.272.7878 GRAMANN
Innovation - Expertise - Integrity REPORTING




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Transcript of Proceedings - October 11, 2012 896
Volume 6

(D scussion off the record.)

EXAM NER NEWWARK: Let's go ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR SMTH. Al right. | have lived in

the Township of Forest for 26 years. And prior to

that, | lived in Clear Lake for 17 years. Even

t hough I've been in this area for 43 years, |I'm
still not a native. You have to be born here to be
a native.

Anyway, Forest was a farm ng conmunity
originally. And now it has becone nore of a
residential community. People fromthe cities have
decided they didn't |like the industrial conplexes
they were living in and, therefore, they canme out to
areas |i ke Forest and bought |and and spent a | ot of
nmoney, built good houses and were very happy with
it.

But now it appears that we are going to be
regressing a little bit because of -- people have
nmoved in and they expected it to be a residenti al
community. Now it has been redirected to an
i ndustrial environnment again with a proposal to
build 41 500-foot towers, wind turbines; and if this
happens, it'll bring to a halt of anyone el se

wanting to build and live in this area.
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Now, where |I live, |'m probably
three-fourths of a mle fromthe closest tower. The
val ue of these hones that people have built wll
drop, but the taxes won't, because it will take the
same anmount of noney to operate the township plus an
increase for inflation. And as you know, taxes are

based upon the equalized value of the property tinmes

the mll rate. |If the equalized val ue goes down,
the mlIl rate goes up so you get the sane anount of
noney.

Now, if the citizens of the Town of Forest
woul d have had the opportunity to vote on this
i ssue, we probably wouldn't be here tonight. And it
woul d be -- have been nice, this is | ooking back
over your shoul der of course, that the town board
that was in charge at that tine had been nuch nore
forthcom ng as to what was going to devel op. And
just think, if we could have had a neeting like this
three, four years ago, this would all have been
settled and either we'd have towers or we wouldn't.
But the people have never had the opportunity to
voi ce their opinion up until now. Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Al'l right. Thank you,

(Wtness excused.)
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EXAM NER NEWVARK: (Ckay. Casey Keller,
KELLER There he is. Ckay.

CASEY KELLER, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK: | have you at 2719
210t h Avenue in Deer Park?

MR KELLER:  Yes.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: (Ckay. You can go
ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR KELLER | have several concerns
with placing these |large industrial wind turbines in
the Township of Forest. It seens to ne that
Energi ng Energies has in the past kept the najority
of the town's people in the dark about their plans.
It was not until after the fornmer town board made a
deal with Energing Energies that | heard anything
about wi nd turbines in our comrunity.

As an adj acent | andowner, |'m confused as
to why Energing Energi es never contacted ne to
explain their plans, howit would inpact ny famly,
and try to alleviate ny concerns or any concerns
that | mght have. | did not receive a personal
invitation from Enmergi ng Energies to get information
about the wind farmuntil a nonth after the

agreenent was signed. | have not appreciated the
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way they have intentionally divided this town and do
not trust Enmerging Energies to care for this
township or its people.

So ny first concernis with the integrity
of this conpany and its ability to deliver on its
word. Qur home is within a quarter mle of a
proposed turbine site, and according to Energi ng
Energi es' conputer nodel, we wl| get shadow
flicker. When | voiced ny concerns to them they
said they would mtigate this problem by planting
trees in front of our windows or turning off the
turbine during those tines.

| want to be able to see out of ny
W ndows. | don't need nore trees on ny land. So
that it is upon Energing Energies to turn off the
turbines during tinmes of shadow flicker. But if
they don't, then | have to nonitor and docunent each
time they violate their agreenent. And if they
refuse to do what they say, then | have to fight
themon ny own. Again, | do not trust Energing
Energies to do what they say.

My greater concern, though, is the fact
that ny wife and a daughter are both di agnosed with
mgraines. | also have a daughter who is on the

autismspectrumwth ADHD and a son that is
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di agnosed with epilepsy and al so ADHD.

In the Public Service Commssion's letter
sent to nme, it stated there are individuals that
suffer from probl ens caused by wi nd turbines, but
the findings are not statistically significant. |If
my wife or one of ny children suffer fromthe effect
of wnd turbines being in such close proximty, it
w |l have a significant inpact on our famly. W
cannot afford to sell our hone and | eave, and we
wi Il be stuck.

We have four wind turbines within a mle
of our honme, one on each side. |'mscared of what
m ght happen if these turbines are allowed to

surround us and our community. Thank you for your

tinme.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Thank you.

(Wtness excused.)

MR SMTH And | would like to submt
the -- the health surveys.

EXAM NER NEWWMARK: Ckay. |Is that for all
t he peopl e you nenti oned?

MR, SM TH:  Yes.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let me point out this
is for Joy Keller, it's dated Cctober 3rd. And does

it include -- oh, okay, then your wfe -- your wife
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and children are on there as well. It's two pages,
for the record. Okay. Well, thanks very nuch

MR. SM TH. Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  We' Il put that in the
record.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: We have two nanes on
here, so we can take themone at a tinme or if you
want to decide who wants to speak. But Lorna Tiberg
or Rick Tiberg.

MS. TIBERG |'m Lorna.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Thanks for clarifying.

LORNA Tl BERG PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: It's Lorna Ti berg,

TI BERG And | have you at 2017 County Road P
in Emerald. Any other locations you want to talk
about, that you're concerned about?

MS. Tl BERG ~ No.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. TIBERG Yes. |[|'m Lorna Tiberg,
and ny husband is Rick Tiberg. He's lived here his
whole life. I've lived here for the past 30 years,
and we live in the Township of Forest. Qur ol dest
son went to a college up in Northland in Ashl and,

W sconsin, that had a wind turbine on canpus. He
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spent three years there. The wi nd turbine supplied
electricity for the apartnents, the townhouses that
were on his canpus; and that's when we first were
introduced to wi nd energy. And we thought back then
what a great idea.

So when the opportunity arose for our area
to produce power fromw nd turbines, we were all for
it. W felt it was a great opportunity to bring
revenue to our township and our county.

We've heard a | ot about different health
reasons people have had. And we have anot her son
who runs cross country, and he was runni ng on canpus
where there was another wind turbine. And so that
day that we were at the track neet, we decided to
talk to sonme peopl e about how they felt about it.
And they said there wasn't any ill feelings they
were feeling as a result of the wind turbine that
was t here.

So from our perspective, we felt that it
is a safe formof power, and we feel we need green
power in our area. And we back this project 100
per cent .

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  Thank you, ma'am

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: And, |I'msorry, Rick
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Ti berg, would you like to --

MS. TIBERG  That's ny husband. He's not
her e.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: He's not here. All
right. Kevin Lonbardo. L OMBARDO

KEVI N LOVBARDO, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: | have you at 2621
County Qin Cl ear Lake?

MR. LOVBARDO.  Yep.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Any ot her | ocations
you're interested in, want to tal k about?

MR. LOVBARDO  No.

EXAM NER NEWWARK: (Ckay. Go ahead.

MR. LOVBARDO |'ve got a statenent here.
"Il just kind of paraphrase it. It's not so --
EXAM NER NEWVARK:  That'Il1 be fine.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY VR LOVBARDO | am Kevin Lonbardo. |
purchased 88 acres in Forest 12 years ago and built
a house and |I've lived here since. |'mnot an
opponent of wi nd turbines per se. But | do oppose
the Highland Wnd Farmin its proposed state. The
set backs of 1,250 feet froma residence or 550 feet
froma property line are just way too close in ny

opi ni on.
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Now, since the turbine debate becane
active in Forest, like a | ot of other people, | went
and researched it. And | try to keep an open m nd
on it because you can go online and you can | ook up
i nformati on; and you can say problenms with w nd
turbines in your search engine and you will get a
list of problens, or you can say what's great about
w nd turbines and you will see what's great about
wi nd turbines.

There's tons of information out there.
There are people who will say they |live by one and
it caused a | ot of problens. There are peopl e who
say they live by one, caused no problens. What
proves to ne is that we don't know yet, especially
with turbines this size.

| searched to try to find where a
l ong-term study was done with this large of a
turbine, with this kind of an output, wth this nmany
in one area and this close to residents. | really
couldn't find anything. It doesn't nean it doesn't
exist, but | couldn't find anything. Everything
that |I find, everything that people point ne to,
turbines are nmuch smaller or they're much further
away.

Like | said, what that nmeans to ne is we
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don't know. Now, |'m not an opponent, but | ama
proponent of a noratoriumregarding the buil ding of
the turbines in Forest. |1'd rather see us act
responsi bly, performdue diligence, and actually
make sure that these do not cause heal th probl ens.
And | know there is a | ot of people who cone up and
say we've got the studies now Well, how |l ong have
t hese | arge wi nd turbines been around? | nean,
there was a tinme when |lead in paint was acceptable
or using asbestos was acceptable. Now, |'m not
saying that wind turbines are as harnful as this.
But woul dn't the responsible thing be to actually
wait, do the research, and nmake a positive,
definitive decision based on definitive proof?

| hear -- sonetinmes when | present that
argunment, | hear the argunent back and | heard it
earlier tonight that we need these now, we need to
sol ve an energy problem we need turbines now, or
you know, this is a solution, we need to start
getting solutions inmplenmented now And ny question
is, is if we need sonething so badly that we need to
just do it now and force it upon a nunber of
residents who don't want it or where the majority do
not want it, is this really the best place? | nean,

if you' re going to make a bunch of people nmad, then
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you shoul d get the best bang for your buck. Wy do
it here? 1s this a special place in Wsconsin that
is the nost efficient, that sonmebody took a map of
W sconsin and said this is the area, this is the
pl ace we should do it at because this is where we're
going to get the best efficiency. M guess is no.

| think that the only thing special about
Forest is the fact that it wasn't under any county
authority as far as zoning, it was only | ocal
governnent that handl ed zoning, which nade it easy
to get the approval because there was a nmuch snmall er
audi ence that needed -- that you needed to get
approval for to get a wwnd farminplenented. So
just get sone residents to host them get the buy-in
of a snmall town board, and that's it. It was easy.
| think that's the reason that the proposal was
here. So when | hear things |like we need to do
this, I don't understand why we need to put them
here, what's so special about this?

| heard sone stuff before too, | guess |
heard it earlier, about you know how -- just for an
exanpl e, how Googl e has nandated that nuch of their
el ectricity needs to cone fromgreen, a certain
percentage. Obviously they don't say -- green does

not nean wi nd, you know, it's not classified that
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way. It's all one thing. So they don't say w nd or
solar. They just say green. And that's adm rabl e,
but... Another thing to point out is if you go | ook
at Google's investnent in green energy, the majority
of it is in solar power; but when they do invest in
w nd farns, you take a good | ook at the wind farns
they invest in, they invested in one in the Atlantic
coast, in the ocean, it is not near people. They
invest in one in the Mjave Desert, there's no
people there. They invested in one in North Dakota.
Now, there's sone people there, but it's rather
spar se.

| think that everyone here would love to
see a wnd turbine farmwhere there's no people. |
nmean, we don't -- we're not opposed to w nd
turbi nes, we're opposed to themright next to our
houses. And the mpjority of the residents feel this
way. They're worried about their health and their
property values. And there is a |ot of argunents
about property values; and all | can say is if there
is a turbine near your house, there is going to be
| ess people interested in your house as far as
purchasing it. \Wether it's -- whether they have
valid concerns or not, there are going to be |less

peopl e interested in your house. The basic
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econom cs say | aw of supply and demand, if |ess
peopl e are interested, you cannot charge as nuch.
Your real market property value will not be as nuch.
You know, it will not be as high.

So there's a |l ot people who are worri ed
about it. And, you know, we say there is a
majority. Well, the proof of that, | guess the best
proof we can showis that in the election, there was
a recall election in February 2011. A few nonths
later in April 2011 there was a regul ar el ection.

In that election, all three town board seats were up
for election. When |ooking at the results, the

cl osest margin, the closest percentage ratio was 59
percent to 41 percent. The rest were in the 60 to
65 percent to 35 percent range. In these el ections,
| mean, you say they're for town board seats, but
they're really -- they are about this issue. And I
think you can -- that proves that the npjority of
people in this township are against this farmin its
current proposal.

So | guess that's it. M opinion is this
shoul dn't be built until we know the actual effects
of this size turbine in this proximty to people.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Well, thanks

very nuch.
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(Wtness excused.)
EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ni cki Sunday.
NI CKI  SUNDAY, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK: That's Sunday, S U N
DAY, 2839 County Road Qin C ear Lake?

MS. SUNDAY: Correct.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: And any ot her property
or do you want to point to a turbine |ocation you're
concerned about ?

MS. SUNDAY: No, they're all bad.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. SUNDAY: |'m a Forest resident, and
| I'ive about seven-tenths of a mle fromthe nearest
turbine, and it's concerning to me no natter how far
you live fromone in Forest Townshi p.

| think that the evidence kind of follows
turbines to your health effects. You know, you | ook
at sone of these farnms, and sonme people it doesn't
ef fect and consi der yourself lucky. You know, those
of you that it does affect, what do you do then?

You know, the studies say they're inconclusive. 1'd
hate for Forest residents to be the ones to neke the

st udi es concl usi ve.

| don't want to see it happen. | don't
want to -- you know, it's already hurt the township
7\
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enough that to have these health effects woul d be
devastating. And at that tinme, what do you do then?
They're here. You just don't take themdown. It's
too late. | think that the studies need to be done
bef or ehand, before 41 500-foot turbines cone to the
town and then there is nothing you can do about it.

You know, |I'm also concerned with the
property value. There's lots of arguments on it, it
can go this way, it can go that way. But, you know,
|"'mfollow ng Kevin's coments, common sense. You
know, you | ook out your w ndow and you're surrounded
by wi nd turbines. There's not going to be the
peopl e that want your hone anynore. W' ve spent --
nost of us have spent years building up -- you know,
it's the Anerican dream owning your hone, putting
the equity and having sonething in the end. And to
have people conme in and just take it right fromyou
and say, sorry, it's going to put noney in ny
pocket, let's go green, that is just not fair. You
know -- sorry. Pregnancy, a little enotional

| just think that it needs to be really
considered. | think that they're too big, there are
too many, there is just -- there's just too nuch. |
have ki ds, | have one on the way, and the health

effects are scary. | nean, |'mscared to find out
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what woul d happen. But if | sell ny hone, it
doesn't matter anyway because |'lI|l have nothing to
go for anyway.

You know, there's so many problens with
these things, you could talk all day and all night.
And, you know, the effects on the animals, our
nati onal bird, you know, and other creatures; and
we're going to throwit out the w ndow for a
per cent age mar kup on our go green scale? | nean,
that's preposterous. | nean, there's other ways to
go green besides putting up 41 500-foot turbines in
our backyards. You know, | don't get it. | don't
get how sonmebody could just say coll ateral damage,
sorry about your | uck.

You know, it's just not fair. And I
just -- 1'masking you guys just to consider all the
stuff and consider the people and consider if it was
your famlies and just vote no. | just -- there is
a way to go green, and this is not it. There's
ot her ways, there's other things we can do. |
understand the need. |[|'m not against turbines in
general. |'mjust against 500-foot 41 in ny
backyard. You know, everywhere you |ook. And
peopl e say, oh, it's not going to be as bad.

don't think people understand how bad it's going to
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be. | nmean, these things are |ike skyscrapers and
we're going to have 41 of them In a rural town,
agricultural. And you can claimagricultural. They
are not agricultural. | nean, it's not going to
give ne any food. It's not going to give ne -- you
know, | nmean, harness the wind | just think is a

great idea. But | don't believe this is the right
way to go about it.

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  Thank you, m'am

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Nancy WIson. WI L-
S ON

NANCY W LSON, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: | have your address
2971 --

M5. WLSON: State Road.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: State Road. Okay.
Yeah, | should have known that. 64, Enerald. And
besi des that, any other properties you want to point
to, any turbine | ocations you' re concerned about?

MS. WLSON: No.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Go ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. WLSON: | just want to say |I'm

very concerned about this project. W have rights
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t hat were not considered by the wi nd devel oper. W
weren't really given a choice or consideration by
how t he project cane about. W just weren't
included. And basically our rights were taken away.
And | just really feel that, as has been shown in
other wnd farmprojects, that I'"'m-- that property
val ues are going to go down. You know, |ike others
have stated, |'mjust very concerned that everything
that we've worked for, everything that we've put
into our properties is -- it's just going to render
our properties useless.

| mean, we're going to be -- you're
t al ki ng about stray voltage, you're tal king about
ice throwoff of these things. bviously the hazard
of fire. And | realize that there's fire
suppression systens within the turbines, but they
al so put off toxic funes for mles.

So when you're tal king about public
safety, these are very serious issues that can't be
taken lightly and can't be brushed past as just
saying, well, this happens in other w nd farnmns.
Wll, we don't want that in our comrunity. There's
too many people here that it affects. There's over
650 people wwthin the footprint of the project that

this is going to affect, and everybody is going to
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share these effects. It's going to be, you know,
spread throughout this community that there's going
to be property losses and |ivestock | osses. And |
t hi nk, as has been shown in other projects, people
are going to have to abandon their hones.

And | think it's sad that this was done
really w thout our consent, w thout our know edge
and wi thout our opinion. So | just want to say |I'm
opposed, and | hope you consider what the najority
of the people here are saying.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Thanks very much.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Ckay. It's Mark and
Audrey Maes, | guess, MA E S. W can take either

one. They left? WelIl, they have a witten coment
here as well. So we'll put that in the witten
comment s.

Ckay. John Strom am | saying that right?
O isit -- are you there? O is it Storn? Stronf
Ckay. Thanks. It's STROM

MR STROM S T R OM

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Thanks.

MR. STROM | have a statenent.

EXAM NER NEWWARK: (Ckay. Geat. Thanks.

JOHN STROM PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN
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EXAM NER NEWVMARK: | have you here living
at -- your mailing address is 3159 200th Avenue in
A enwood?

MR STROM d enwood City.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Yes. And are there any
ot her | ocations, properties or turbine |ocations you
want to point out?

MR. STROM There's turbine |ocations just
to the north of our property, two of them |
bel i eve.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

MR. STROM And we have no ot her property.

EXAM NER NEWWVARK: Go ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR STROM MW nane is John Strom
live in the Town of Forest, St. Croix County,
Wsconsin. | live within the proposed Hi ghl and W nd
Farm project area. There are many voi ces providing
testi nony, comment and opinion from many
perspectives. However, perhaps the nost inportant
voi ces are the ones fromthe 600-sone residents of
For est.

You may have observed sone protests
regarding this proposed project. The reason for

protest is their voices are hard to hear. Sone are
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afraid to speak out, sone have been harassed or
bullied. The process has rules and steps that
appear to favor only one side. Beginning with
i nsufficient setback and, finally, in providing
expert w tness conpensation for just one side.

The issue of significant | oss of property
value is a major concern. The famlies and
resi dents of Forest have a significant investnent in
ti me, noney, blood, sweat, tears, and hard work in
their hones and property. For nost working
famlies, the honme and property is the major or only
investnment for retirenment. To have a proposed
project turn an agricultural and residential area
into an industrial project area will w pe out or
severely degrade the value. Since the proposed
project area has many snall parcel s and many
residents, the inpact is elevated.

In simlar situations el sewhere, rea
estate firnms were loathed to even |list the
properti es because of the i nmmedi ate negative buyer
response. Sone famlies have been forced to sell at
a huge | oss or abandon property because of tax or
deconm ssion cost. This negative financial inpact
has al ready happened around the country and even in

Brown County, W sconsin.
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In a fair business project, a great w nd
| ocation woul d be sel ected and properties would be
purchased at prior narket value. Neither is the
case here.

The new bridge between M nnesota and
W sconsin at Stillwater represents a huge
opportunity for residential growh and devel opnent.
That opportunity will be lost to this part of
W sconsin and the Town of Forest property owners
with this kind of a project. It is frightening to
observe an industrial project which sweeps aside the
property rights of so many in order to provide rich
rewards for so few and to have so nany tax doll ars
help do it.

Thi s proposed project is not a public
conveni ence or necessity. W respectfully request
that the Public Service Conm ssion deny the Hi ghland
W nd Farm proposed project. Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Thank you.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. You m ght have
to help ne out on this one, it's Brad Hassel ?

MR TRAASETH. Traaseth, right?

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Yeah, okay. We'll see.

You're at --
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MR, TRAASETH: 938 Monette Avenue.
EXAM NER NEWVARK: Monette Avenue, okay.
Excel | ent .
BRADLEY TRAASETH, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN
EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Spel |l your nanme for us.
MR TRAASETHH B RADLEY, TRAASE

EXAM NER NEWWVARK:  938.

MR. TRAASETH: Mbnette.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: I n what town?

MR. TRAASETH. New Ri chnond.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: All right. Geat.
Ckay. And in terns of this project, any particul ar
property |l ocation?

MR. TRAASETH: No. No. Not here.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Al l right.

MR TRAASETH. | wish | did.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: All right. Go ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR TRAASETH. | wish | did, though
First of all, I'man industrial electrician, and
|"ve built hundreds of wind towers. And |I'malso a
single father. | lost ny wife on May 2nd, and | had
to quit working on the road.

Every day that you get up in the norning,
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what's the first thing you do besides probably go to
t he bathroon? You hit that |light switch and you got
power going to your light. Were do you get that
power fronf? Nobody cares, nobody knows. Probably
sone other wi nd tower or power plant sonmewhere el se.

We're all Anmericans. W need to be on our
own. We need to nake our own energy. W can't be
dependent on other people. And we all need to do
our part to do that because when you hit your |ight
switch in the norning and you guys -- sone of you
guys are opposed to it, and | respect your opinions,
everybody, and everybody's being very good tonight
because there's a lot of -- | know there's a | ot of
tensi on between a | ot of people that -- know ng
peopl e for years here.

But, like |I say, every time you hit that
light switch, that energy is com ng from sonewhere.
It mght be lowa, m ght be California, because |'ve
done wind towers in lowa, |'ve done themin
M nnesota, |'ve done themin California down by
San Diego. And just because you're putting a w nd
tower up here and the energy is going sonewhere
el se, you're still helping Anerica be green. And
green i s good, you know, and | don't want to get al

caught up in green, but being an industrial
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electrician, | guess I'ma little bit biased, you
know. And |I'm probably a little bit biased because
| would like to probably have a job here, you know.

| gotta support three children, and | nean | -- it's
a tough subject on both ends of the spectrum and |
respect everybody's opinion, yours too, you know.

But when you go to mlk your cows in the
nor ni ng or whatever you have, you hit your power,
and that power is com ng from sonmewhere, you know
It mght not be here, but it's coming from sonmewhere
in Arerica. And those people are being affected
just like you guys are going to be affected here
al so.

Gosh, | don't want to rub anybody the
wrong way; but | think we all need to do our part as
Americans to support us or themin the other states,
wherever we are. So | could probably go on for
days, but | think | said ny peace, and | hope that
you guys all conme to an understanding here. And if
t hey have themor if they don't have them | hope
t hat you guys can all nmend the heartaches that you
guys had sone friendships with for a long tinme who
have di fferent decisions or thoughts than you have.
So that's all | got to say.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Al l right. Thanks very
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nmuch.

MR. TRAASETH: Thank you.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Jol ee Buhr,
BUHR Jolee, J OL EE.

JOLEE BUHR, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVARK: And your nailing
address, 3116 County Road Q in C ear Lake?

MS. BUHR:  Yep.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Any ot her properties or
turbine | ocations you need to talk about?

M5. BUHRR No. We're in the m ddle of
turbines, but I'lIl talk about that in here.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: All right. Go ahead.

M5. BUHR. |I'mreally nervous.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Al'l right. Take your
tine. We're all here to listen.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. BUHR. As we were deciding what we
woul d include in our statenment, several ideas ran
t hrough our mnds. W thought we could wite about
statistics and the | ack of studies conpleted --

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay, ma'am Sl ow down
alittle. Her fingers are going to burn off.

M5. BUHR: (Continuing) -- negative
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environnental inpacts that our township has very
cl ear nunbers that show the majority are not in
favor, that Energi ng Energi es has been di shonest,
and the |ist goes on.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Sl ower. Take a deep
breath. There you go.

MS. BUHR: But we decided to go a
different route. W decided to focus on how this
wi Il specifically inpact our famly, a topic very
near and dear to our hearts.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Just take a
break between paragraphs. No, cone on, this isn't
is easy thing to do.

M5. BUHR: We noved here in 2007 to be in
the country, to live quietly and peacefully,
intending to the spend of rest of our lives here and
raise our children. W currently have two sons, age
six and four. Wthout going into too nuch personal
detail, a nmenber of our famly suffers froma nental
health issue, one which I wll choose not to
di vul ge. His synptons include extrene
hypersensitivity to sound and sl eep di sturbance. He
already suffers fromthis. To think his reaction to
t hese could possibly get worse is a nightmare.

This is a daily struggle in our house.
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The | ack of sleep, which he already suffers from
anplifies it. Qur famly has in place a daily
structure to help with this. There is not nuch nore
we could put in place to help.

W nd turbines could possibly make things
worse for him Seeing your own child suffer as you
hel pl essly watch is the worst thing a parent can
experience. Even though this is only a possibility,
the thought of it becoming a reality tears at ny
heart. | also suffer frommgraines. 1've been
hospitalized twice in the [ast four years. The | ast
one included a helicopter ride and a two-day stay at
Regent. They |eave ne visionless and ny |inbs
becone nunb. | already spend enough of ny tine with
m grai nes. Spendi ng nore because of the possible
effect of turbines is unfathomable. Again, erecting
these turbines with the possible risk is not
sonething I would want to nake a bet on

In the research we have done on turbine
studi es, many of themcite insufficient evidence
when referring to a |inkage between w nd turbines
and negative health effects. This does not nean it
does not exist, although sonme interpret it as that.
It means that not enough studies have been done to

be accurate. This is not something we are willing
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to roll the dice on.

Qur nost inportant role in life is being
parents. Qur job includes protecting our children,
providing for them being good role nodels, helping
them grow, and giving themskills to be productive
menbers of society, to nane a few | wll not
chance their well-being for sonmeone el se's pocketful
of green.

| urge you to ask yourself that sanme
gquestion and attenpt to see the situation fromthis
perspective, and to go a step further, perhaps your
children do suffer fromhealth issues related to the
turbines. W are literally stuck. It would be
unethical for us to sell our residence so soneone
el se can inherit these possible conditions. Qur
property value will greatly depreciate. W are
stuck. W have worked way too hard to get where we
are today to risk this.

As a governnent entity, the PSC has an
obligation to serve and protect. |If health issues
are even a renote possibility, this is not
protecting us. In the PSC s m ssion statenent
directly off the website, it states that they are an
i ndependent regul atory agency dedi cated to serving

the public interest. Based on the nunbers of
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non-supporters in Forest Township, it would not be
in the public interest to erect these industrial
wi nd turbines.

At our residence, we will be within
six-tenths of a mle of four turbines, possibly five

if the alternative site is utilized. The cl osest

one sitting 1,430 feet away wll be the view from
our front window W wll be surrounded by these
structures. | enjoy our | andscape.

Do not underestimate the people's
concerns, including ours, of the physical existence.
We have a beautiful |andscape. This should be taken
into consideration and not deened uninportant. This
is not sinply an annoyance. It is a personal
opi nion of the majority of our township that these
will destroy and litter our |andscape. Physica
appearance natters to everyone, whether it is the
color of the siding you choose for your honme or the
Size jeans you wear. Not to nention it wll greatly
i npact our hone's resal e value, again, because
physi cal appearance matters.

The bottomline is we don't know for
certain if and what the side effects of turbines are
because enough research has not been done. Pl ease,

meet us in the mddle and allow tinme for nore
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studies to be conpleted before putting the residents
in jeopardy. Life is precious. Please side wth
the many residents opposed to wi nd turbines. CQur
wel |l -being is in your hands. So pl ease consider us
when making this critical decision.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Thank you, nma'am

(D scussion off the record.)

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. So for the
record, Jol ee Buhr handed nme her Survey
Questionnaire Forest Resident Information and Health
Survey, dated Septenmber 20th. Ckay. And it's --
she adm ni stered the questionnaire and the
questionnaires of Dustin Magee at her residence. So
that's five pages altogether.

Okay. Kevin Salseg, SAL SEG

KEVI N SALSEG PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  You're at 2969 210th
Avenue in Eneral d?

MR. SALSEG  Yes.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Any ot her properties or
turbine |l ocation you want to point out?

MR. SALSEG  Just nunber 18 which is
sout heast fromus and then ten nore that are

surroundi ng us.
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EXAM NER NEWWARK: (Okay. Geat. Thanks.
DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR SALSEG | kind of want to start
out by saying with all the wind jobs that they keep
tal ki ng about that have been coming in, can you
really count them as good enpl oynent opportunities
or are these just all tenporary? Wnd devel oper
Energi ng Energy keeps telling us about all these
j obs, but what they don't tell us is there's only
going to be six, seven or maybe eight that are
actually permanent. And those mi ght not even bel ong
to residents at Forest at all. So, | nean, can you
really consider these as good enpl oynent
opportunities for people who are laid off or were
| ooking for jobs in general, or would you just
consider thema tenporary fix to brighten up what is
a very dark situation, actually?

Anot her thing that they keep prom sing us
is a decent anpunt of noney for the township,
roughly $170,000 a year, roughly, and a little bit
| ess than that for participating | andowners, and
basically nothing for nonparticipating | andowners
who are going to have to deal with these industri al
scale turbines. Wuld this be nore nasked as a good

gesture towards the participating and
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nonparticipating | andowners, or do you really think
t hese dollars woul d cover the property damages that
it's going to have towards our houses and

i vest ocks?

Most of us -- oh, not nobst of us, but sone
of us have nade our hones here and others of us have
lived here our whole lives, well, at least in ny
case all that | can renmenber. Do you really think
that's fair for themto take this away fromus? Qur
property val ues.

They al so say that wi nd turbines are one
of the best forns of renewabl e green energy, green
energy, and everyone tends to believe that. But for
that to be somewhat true, they would have to be
rotating 24 hours a day seven days a week 365 days a
year as fast as they possibly can. | nean, to take
all the -- to achieve all the energy. But we all
know that there's days when the w nd doesn't bl ow,
and then we all know that the other days the w nd
isn't blowng as fast as it possibly can. So, |
mean, let's just say that the wind did blow as hard
as it could all the tine. Even then there are forns
of green, renewabl e energy that are much nore
efficient. A few exanples, hydroelectricity,

radi ant energy, geothernmal power, biomass fuel.
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There's solar. There's many, nmany nore. And |
don't really think I need to go down that whole |ist
of other types of renewabl e and green energy.

A | ot of people also say that it's going
to decrease our need for foreign oil and ot her
fossil fuels such as coal. The amount of energy
w nd turbines woul d produce woul dn't even begin to
put a scratch in the anmount of coal that we woul d
still need to consune. Because that is by far one
of our main sources of energy. And it's just not
going to put that rmuch of a scratch in it.

And anot her thing that keeps being thrown
out there is foreign oil. That wouldn't -- w nd
turbi nes wouldn't even make any difference in our
consunption of foreign oil given the fact that w nd
doesn't power our cars or heat our houses. So -- |
mean, as nice as that woul d be.

Anot her thing on this list would be health
problems. A |ot of people say that there's no
scientific grounds to back up these health probl ens,
and a | ot of other people say that other people are
making it up or they don't exist at all. Well,
let's just all take a nonent and just believe that
for a second, that there is no scientific grounds

behi nd these health problenms. Then you'd have to
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agree with the statenent that, well, because there
isn't any scientific grounds to why we dream
dream ng doesn't exist. GCkay. Also along that |ine
of logic, that because there's no scientific grounds
to let's say God, everybody woul d have to believe
that God doesn't exist because there is no
scientific explanation for that.

So, | nean, how about we all just have
sone faith and believe these people who are actually
physi cal |l y experiencing these health problens
because, just like God, these health risks are very,
very real.

| love nmy hone. 1've lived here ny whole
life. And, as | said before, all ny life that | can
remenber. But nore inportantly, this is everything
that ny parents have. Every dine that they own is
i nvested here, and every dine that | will one day
inherit is also invested here. | don't think that's
fair that we have to lose all that so Energing
Energies can turn a cruel profit. That's all | have
to say.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Thanks very
nmuch.

MR. SALSEG  Thank you.

(Wtness excused.)
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EXAM NER NEWWMARK:  All right. I1t's 7:30.
| think we're going to take about a ten-m nute
break. So be back at 20 to 8. Thanks.

(Recess taken from7:20 to 7:40 p.m)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let's get on the
record. I'd like to call Nicole MIler, MI L L ER

Nl COLE M LLER, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  All right. And you're
at 2948 Hi ghway 64, G enwood City?

M5. MLLER | am

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  And any ot her
properties or turbine |ocations you want to talk
about ?

M5. MLLER | don't know the nunber of
t he turbines, but we do have six of them surrounding
our farm There's two on the south side of our
house will be -- and two proposed on the west side,
and then two on the north.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: All right. Go ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MS. MLLER Al right. Well, I'm
Nicole MIler. M husband, Josh, and | live on the
dairy farmw th his parents and our son, Dillon, and
we have another one on the way. He's lived there

his entire life, and our plans are we're going to
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take the farmover and keep the famly tradition
going. W are very concerned about this project,
how it's gone down, and the effects that the

t ur bi nes coul d have on us.

Starting off, the illegal actions that
were taken by the forner town board was | ust
rightfully unlawful. The conflict of interest wth
each board nmenber, the secret neetings, the ill egal
way Energing Energies got on the town board
neetings. And the project of that size, | nean, why
were we never contacted? Wy did no one ever cone
to us? W're farners in the township. Wy didn't
you guys cone to us and say, hey, do you guys --
woul d you guys |like these -- you know, it's a good
farm ng opportunity.

But no one ever talked to us until
actually ny brother-in-law cane over one ni ght and
cane over with a map. And that's the first we had
heard about it. So we started com ng to neetings
then; and we tried asking questions, we tried asking
a lot of questions, and we never got any answers.
And -- or we got the sane answer: W don't know.
We don't know. W talked -- you know, tried asking
all the guys from Energi ng Energi es, even our town

board nmenbers, they couldn't answer, they couldn't
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tell wus.

To us that was a little shady. Wth a
size that big, you would think that everyone in the
townshi p woul d have been contacted, |et them know
what was going on, the inpacts it could have, but
t hat was never done.

You know, we voted our -- the town board
on so that they would have the town's best interest
in hand -- in heart. And obviously they didn't.
They had a one-track m nd and that was so that they
could gain financially fromthis.

And wi nd energy has not been proven to be
able to support itself. If it could, why is it
still needing subsidies to run? Businesses can't

run if they don't have any noney. No one is there

to hand themit left and right. 1It's been -- you
know, |'m not sure how | ong wi nd energy has been up
but if it's still needing noney for this, then

obviously it's not a good thing.

It just nmakes no sense financially to keep
bringi ng the econony down with our tax dollars
and -- just to keep it afloat. That nmkes no sense.
No business can run like that. That's commobn sense.
We want to know how our property values are going to

be conflicted and how nuch they're going to go down.
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My husband's parents, they have that farm so that
they could retire on. They're getting close to
retirenment age. What happens if they -- these go up
and cone to find out they want to go and retire and
say, well, sorry, but your property val ue has been
cut in half, no one wants it. Well, you know,
that's what they were | ooking forward to, that
t hey' ve worked all their lives for and have soneone
cone in and take that away w thout them even havi ng
a say? That's irresponsible, very. It's not fair.

You know, we live on the farm W're
going to take the farmover. | don't renmenber
anything being in the application, anything about
how they're going to protect donestic animals
i ncluding our dairy cattle. W have around 150
head. No one from Enmergi ng Energies, LLC, has ever
cone out to the farmto find out how many cattle we
have, telling us, you know, that there could be
stray voltage that could happen. W've asked them
about it many tines, and all they say is, well, we
have to follow this and this; but they never have
gi ven an answer for us saying, yeah, we're going to
try and help protect you fromthat.

So let's say our cattle start -- they

don't produce mlk. They get mastitis. They go
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down, kill cows. W bring themin the barn, so
they're in the barn nost of the year. And obviously
that's where electrical pollution is going to affect
them So who's going to cone up with a cost of the
nmoney that we |lose until that problemis taken care
of ?

We shoul dn't have to suffer financially
because we have no control over that. W need to
figure out who's going to make up the noney for
that. And fromlistening to the technical hearings
in Madi son the | ast coupl e days, it sure as heck
doesn't sound |i ke Enmerging Energies wll take any
type of responsibilities for that. So then who's
going to step in and take responsibilities for our
| osses that we never had a say in until now, which
we shoul dn't even be here because if we had a say in
it when we were supposed to, the | egal steps we
shoul d have taken, we wouldn't even be here.

The health issues fromthese turbines is
very scary to think about. |I'm here kind of
speaki ng for ny husband's parents too. And between
us all, we have our fair share of sone health
i ssues. They consist of Parkinson's disease that
was just newly diagnosed, epil epsy seizure disorder

depression, anxiety, anxiety attacks, high bl ood
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pressure, and insomia. There's so nmany questions
still out there about why the turbines are causing

t hese health issues; and not everyone, you know, as
t he peopl e have said before, not everyone's affected
the sane way by them

So there's not enough -- there is still
not enough studies to know howit's going to affect
every person. So let's say ny seizure disorder acts
up because | have them are they going to cone in,
are they going to turn the turbines off around us
then? | nmean, you're not going to be able to live
there. So who's going to help pay the healthcare
cost when our heal thcare skyrockets?

We have our kids we're going to -- you
know, we have a two-year old son and we have one on
the way. And | haven't read nuch at all about how
children are affected. Children to nme are nore
susceptible to a lot of this stuff than we are. And
if our children are negatively affected, well,
there's troubl e sl eeping, trouble concentrating, or
reading a book. And what if they start falling
behi nd in school because sone of this stuff is going
on? Who knows, nmaybe there's stray voltage while
we're down in the barn. The kids are going to be

down in the barn with us. You know, it's slowy
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going to creep up on us. And just to think of them
being affected by this just scares the heck out of
us.

Because there's -- we have to record it
when it happens to us? That doesn't seemfair.

Yeah, we will, of course we'll record our health

i ssues and stuff. But to hear that these people
have had to nove out of their hones because not hing
has been done to help thenf That's ridiculous. W
shoul dn't be forced out of our homes. No one should
have to | eave their homes because of energy that's
supposed to be helping us and, instead, it's hurting
us.

We need nore studies, especially with this
size of industrial turbine this close to people's
resi dences. W don't deserve to be guinea pigs for
this project. It's not fair, no one should ever
have to be, unfortunately, but they are.

We're outside a lot. | |ooked at the map
again before | cane in, and there's a turbine
that's -- it doesn't have the -- where the | and
starts and ends, but there's one that's got to be
just not nmuch farther than a thousand feet from our
fence line. Now, we have a trail that goes back

there we ride four-wheelers with, we wal k and we go
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feed the deer. And, you know, it scares us to think
that the PSC is going to approve this and all ow us
to be within 1,500 feet of this thing, you know,

pl ayi ng around, you know, whether the kids are back

t here, when they have no idea what it's going to do.

If it could tip over, | nmean parts fly. The ice
t hr ow. | mean, all this stuff. There's -- it's not
saf e.

There's no reason why we shouldn't be able
to use our |and so soneone else can gain fromit
financially. Wat if we want to add onto our farnf
What if we wanted to build a new barn? | guess
there's restrictions on how tall of buildings we can
put on our property. That's not fair. That's not
et hi cal .

| f the PSC approves this, they're telling
me it's safe to send our kids out there to play and
that, yeah, there's a possibility that they could
get hurt, which with ne that doesn't stand. They
say they're going to mtigate things, you know,
cl ose the drapes or put trees up. Cone on, conmbn
sense. There is nothing tall enough that's going to
bl ock them W love to see outside. That's why we
live where we do. We don't want our blinds shut al

day long. Wth that cones depression, you | ose your
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vitamn D in your body. | nean, it's not fair
what soever.

And we don't -- we do not support the
irresponsible siting that has been conducted in this
project. And we ask the PSC to take into serious
consi deration the people of Forest and put yourself
in our shoes, nake an easy, commpbn sense deci sion
that this will bring nothing but turnmoil to our
project. Don't approve the unknown and | et us
suffer to find out what will cone of these turbines.

And | al so have our health studies and
it's for -- we both live at 2948 H ghway 64.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Okay. All right.

M5. MLLER | would |ike to put those on,
and | know it's in our statenents too.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let nme just check what
we have here so we know. So there's just the two or
is there nore?

M5. MLLER. No, just the two. So that's
her and her husband.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: So we have a health
survey adm nistered by Nicole MIIler dated
Septenber 28th, and that's five pages; and the sane
survey adm ni stered by Annette MI | er, Septenber

29t h, five pages as well. Thanks very nuch.
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M5. MLLER: Thank you.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Now we have Pat,
| ooks |ike Scep -- Scepurek.

MR SCEPUREK: That's ne.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Al right. You know
who you are.

MS. KUSCI ENKO  You got Kuscienko right.

MR. SCEPUREK: Hello, sir. |'m Pat
Scepurek. dad to neet you.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: d ad you under st ood.
Al'l right.

PAT SCEPUREK, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWWMARK: So spell your nane for
us and --

MR SCEPUREK: Ckay. First name, Patrick,
okay, R, Scepurek, SCEP UREK

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: And you're at 2308
County Road P?

MR, SCEPUREK: Yes.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: At O ear Lake,
W sconsi n?

MR. SCEPUREK: Yes.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Any ot her property

you' re concerned about or turbine |ocation?
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MR. SCEPUREK: No. This is just ny
resi dence and ny farm

EXAM NER NEWWARK: Ckay. Go ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR SCEPUREK: (Okay. Like | told you,
my nane is Pat Scepurek. My wife and | own a farm
at 2308 County Road P. And we have a C ear Lake
address, but we are in St. Croix County and Forest
Townshi p.

And one of the things that concerns ne is
of all the information and the comments that are
bei ng portrayed -- and I'll give you an exanpl e.
Much of the testinony in the environnmental
assessnent report done by the PSC states -- or
starts, I'"'msorry, with H ghland states, Hi ghland
says, as far as Hi ghland, according to Hi ghl and.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Sir, the audi ence would
| ove to hear you.

FROM THE AUDI ENCE: | can't hear you in
t he back.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Speak a little | ouder.

MR, SCEPUREK: Do you want ne to start at
t he begi nni ng?

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let's conti nue on.

Just be a little | ouder.
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MR. SCEPUREK: Ckay. Much of the
testinony that -- in the environnmental assessnent
report done by the PSC starts off with statenents
i ke Hi ghland says, as far as Hi ghland, according to
Hi ghl and. It appears the only information being
considered is comng fromH ghland Wnd. This
project is owned by Energing Energies, and that's
t he conpany behind the H ghland Wnd farm And |
can't renmenber the exact date, but they canme to
Forest Township and started this project basically
in secrecy and, in ny opinion, with deception,
maki ng a | ot of unbelievable clains and pron ses to
a certain select few folks.

Ckay. When the project and the scope of
it was discovered and brought out in the open for
all the residents to see, we had a recall election.
And that's how | got involved with the process. It
was quite brief as far as our conmmunications wth
Energi ng Energies. They cane to a town board
nmeeting after we rescinded the right-of-way permts
and the building permts and clained that they have
the right to sue the township.

A short while later, the township was sued
for $25 million. And what it anmobunted to was they

wanted us to make -- they wanted to make us do
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business with themtheir way. So what happens now
is since that tine, our |ocal governnent, which is
all of us here in this room-- and | want to add one
thing, I'mso proud of the residents of Forest that
at | east now we' ve cone together and understand what
it nmeans to have our American way of life. And so
this is our cornerstone. Each and every one of us
is entitled to an opinion, each and every one of us
is entitled to be heard and no matter what side of
this issue you're on. So we al so should have the
voice and the -- we all should be in control of our
destiny at this |evel.

So now after saying all of that, nowit's
time for the Town of Forest to speak. First of all,
the Town of Forest says no commercial or industrial
devel opnent except in the hanml et of Forest, see our
conpr ehensive plan. Two, according to the Town of
Forest, all issues affecting the residents wll go
t hrough the properly notified neetings of the
pl anni ng conmm ssion, which is open to the public,
and then the plan comm ssion will review, nake
pr oper changes, and reconmmend to the town board a
course of action. Three, the Town of Forest says
the town board neetings are properly noticed, the

agenda is posted, wth any changes nade posted 24
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hours i n advance. Changes will not be nmade or itens
not be added at or during the neetings.

Now, this town board nenmber states, the
Town of Forest encourages Energing Energies,
M. Mindinger, M. R cosi, to contact the town
clerk, get on the agenda, openly address the town
board at any properly noticed town board neeting
which is open to the public on all matters and

i ssues that are in question.

As | | ooked at this situation, for the
life of me, | cannot figure out why Energing
Energies is still here. Any sane conpany woul d pick

up and | eave when the true nature of their plans and
the problens that arise are discovered. Wen they
cane up against all this resistance, they nust
realize that the town is not whol eheartedly behind
it. There are a few dozen people that support this
project, and there's a few hundred people that do
not support this project.

Any legitinmate conpany woul d set up shop
where they would be welconme. And ny only question
is, could it be they're not wel cone anywhere? They
cone in, they use all these conputer projections and
all these predictions on inpacts; but the actual

outcone may not be or probably isn't as predicted.
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They prom se mtigation. Wen the project is sold,
they no longer own it and it's not their concern at
that time. So ny only other question is could there
be another plan, like a large utility fronting an

i ndependent power producer to intentionally bypass
all the rules and regulations which are in place to
protect us, the public.

So many questions |eft unanswered. So
much deception still in place. No wonder so many
peopl e here don't believe what Energing Energies has
to say.

Along tine ago when | was in the arny,
and this is many years ago, | took an oath as an
Anerican. To protect this nation and our way of
life against all force. | never realized that the
force could cone fromw thin our own borders. Sone
of our own people harm ng others within our own
nation, and that's what threatens our way of life.
You know, we open our town board neetings and recite
the Pl edge of Allegiance. And many of us in this
room have been doing that for decades, 40, 50, 60
years. And it ends with with liberty and justice
for all. And one of the reasons I'msitting here is
| really hope that these have not becone holl ow

wWor ds.
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You know, |I've lived ny whole |ife seeking
fairness. | believe everyone should be offered sane
and equal opportunities. | don't |ike people being

t aken advant age of just because they can be taken
advantage of. And | was taught that when you go
through life, there are going to be those who didn't
get the opportunities you did, who didn't find the
breaks that you found, and al so who are not as
fortunate as you are. So now it's your
responsibility to speak up when you see this and
make all -- and do all you can do to nmke the
situation right.

So now the Town of Forest is being taken
advant age of by the greedy, by the slick-tal king, by
t hose who have nore know edge of |aws, rules and
regul ati ons than we do. And they know how to use
what they've |l earned to take advantage of others in
this process.

It's up to you, the PSC, to nake this
situation right. Approxinmately 70 percent of the
people in the Town of Forest do not want an
i ndustrial comercial devel opnent here in this
township. The way the project was presented was
basically unethical and illegal. So the only decent

and | ogical choice is to deny the approval of the
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H ghl and Wnd Farm and have the State Attorney
Ceneral |l ook into Enmerging Energies' business
practi ces.

Now, in closing, one day |I'mgoing to die;
one day all the people in this roomare going to
die. One day the people on the PSC are going to
die. And | firmy believe in that nonent in tine,
we'll be in front of our creator giving account for
what we did and what we did not do, both good and
bad, both ethical and not, and what we did to help
our fellow man and what we did to harmthem

So | hope and pray that you can say at
that tinme that you did what was right for Forest.
Deny this project, protect us fromthe predators in
this business world that take advantage and harm
people. That's all | have.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Ckay. Thank you very
much.

(Wtness excused. )

( Appl ause.)

FROM THE AUDI ENCE: Sorry about that.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  You get one exception.
Al right. Ms. Swanepoel. AmI| getting that | ast
nanme?

MS. SWANEPCEL: Swanepoel .
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EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Sorry about that.
MS. SWANEPCEL: It's Lorelei Swanepoel.
LORELEI SWANEPOEL, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: St ate your nane.

M5. SWANEPCEL: Lorelei Swanepoel.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. And that's
SWANEPOL FE?

MS. SWANEPCEL: P O E L.

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  Yes. O E L. Right.
And that's 2915 210th Avenue, d enwood City?

MS. SWANEPOEL:  Yes.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: And any ot her address
or particular turbine |ocation you have an interest
or concern about?

M5. SWANEPCEL: We have four to five
turbines within a mle of our hone.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. SWANEPCEL: GCkay. And | want to
start out with, | have a couple of pictures here.
This one was on M. Mindinger's testinony. It shows
children goi ng down a path next to a cornfield.
have anot her picture here, authorized personnel
only, Shirley Project, LLC. Danger, flying or

falling itenms fromturbines can cause serious death
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or injury. | thought that was very interesting when
| was over there.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: So you took the picture
in Shirley? You said you went over there?

MS5. SWANEPCEL: Yes, | did. Do you want
t hese?

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Yeah, 1'l|l need those.

MS. SWANEPCEL: Good eveni ng, Your Honor.
My nanme is Lorel ei Swanepoel, 2915 210th Avenue,
G enwood City, Wsconsin, 54013. M husband, David,
and | have each lived in Forest Township for over 60
years. We bought our farm 40 years ago this nonth.
It is at a m dway point between where we each grew
up. We have raised five children on this farm

| was on the plan comm ssion when the
Ener gi ng Energi es salesnen first cane to town. At
the very first plan comm ssion neeting, they becane
pushy. \When they felt that we had di scussed their
request for a conditional use permt for a wnd
measuring tower |ong enough, sal esnan Gsterberg
stepped up and said, cone on, all we want is a
condi tional use permt. That was red flag nunber
one for ne.

The next red flag cane at a pl an

conmm ssion neeting when farners who m ght be
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interested in leasing their land for turbines had
been contacted. As | |istened to Energi ng Energies,
LLC, answer questions, | heard no question that
shoul d have evoked the belligerent response that we
recei ved from sal esnan Ricosi. Sal esnman Osterberg
qui ckly stepped up to snooth over the discussion.

At that point, | suggested to the fornmer
| eadership that the plan comm ssion take tine to
visit areas with turbines and I earn from comrunities
with this experience before we becane too invol ved.

At least twice | was told when the Shirley project

is up and running, there will be a bus tour. 1In
hi ndsight, | feel this is what our forner board had
been tol d.

It was at this point that |I felt our

fornmer board had no intention of |earning the pros

and cons. | felt it was time for ne to get off the
plan comm ssion. | wasn't against turbines at this
point. | was against the pushiness and the

belligerence | observed in the sal esnen. Not one
person was honest with nme about what was going on in
i ndi vi dual hones or backyards. Only those involved
in these di scussions knew the true scope and size of
t he proposed project.

If a turbine issue was brought up at a
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gathering and | expressed any concern, the subject
was i mredi ately changed. As nmuch as Energi ng
Energies, LLC, would like to take credit for the
tour bus postcard to the Shirley project as public
outreach, that postcard was sent after two nenbers
of the former town board signed the w nd devel opnent
agreenent with the town board's bl essing. That
agreenent was si gned August 12th, 2010.

| believe in reducing our carbon footprint
as much as any person in this country. | do not
believe in taking advantage of ny neighbors' quality
of life for ny neediness. The comment has been nade
about those w thout noney from turbines being
jealous. | personally have not heard an anpunt
| arge enough to make nme jealous. | find that
usual |y people who think wind is our energy answer
have never lived in the center of an industrial w nd
park. |'ve read much of the application, |'ve read
all 200-plus public coments at |east once. O all
the farnmers that | ease their |land to host turbines
for utility industrial wind farnms, the question that
begs an answer is why are there no positive comments
fromthem about how great it is to live in the
center of an industrial wnd park, how the shadow

flicker is great, how the noise is no | ouder than a
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refrigerator? Where are the positive coments from
the farnmers who know from experience? Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Ckay. Thank you,
m' am

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Dena Cress.

EXAM NER NEWWARK: D ENA CRESS

DENA CRESS, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK: | have you at 2257
County Road P in Cl ear Lake?

MS. CRESS: Yes.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. CRESS: | am Dena Cress, and |
reside in the Town of Forest. M husband, Brad, and
| have three daughters: Brook who's 9, Ellie 7, and
Caneron who's 2. Wien we first got married in 2000,
we | ooked for the perfect place to live and raise a
famly. The opportunity cane along to purchase sone
and in Town of Forest, and we decided that this is
where we want to live and raise a famly. It was
perfect. W both grew up in the country, we were
used to the quiet, rural living. This was a perfect
fit.

We bought the property, put in the sewer,
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wel |, driveway and garage, and decided to put in a
trailer home to live in until we could afford a
horme.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay, ma'am Sl ow down
alittle.

MS. CRESS: W planned and dreaned about
t he house that we would build, and the dreamfinally
cane true in 2005 when we were finally able to build
our home doing nost of the work ourselves. There
hasn't been a day that has gone by that we haven't
been so grateful to live where we do. It is a
beautiful area with an abundance of wldlife. Every
nor ni ng, we watch the deer wal k through our yard,
the birds are eating out of the feeder.

Brad has been an avid bow hunter since he
was a teen and has now gotten our older girls
involved in the sport. They check the trail caneras
wth him enjoy spending tine | ooking at the buck
scrapes and | ooking for buck shed. W spend the
maj ority of our home tine outdoors; and when we are
in the house, we are |ooking outdoors. W have nine
wi ndows in our living roomfacing three directions
just so we could see outdoors at all tines.

If you cone into our house today, you

woul d see Brad's chair turned | ooking out the
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w ndows where the deer cross, the spotting scope
sits right on our dining roomtable, and a pair of
bi nocul ars laying on the kitchen island.

" mvery concerned that if the proposed

wi nd turbines go up that our life will dramatically
change. |I'mconcerned that the wildlife will | eave
t he area because of the turbines. |If we no | onger

have the abundant wildlife, it would be pointless to
own the property that we have because we |ive here
for the wildlife and for the scenery. | am
concerned that we are going to have to keep our
blinds closed in our living roomand rarely be able
to | ook out our w ndows because of the shadow
flicker.

We are in the top ten residents in the
Town of Forest that are going to be affected by the
noi se and the shadow flicker. | amafraid that we
are not going to enjoy sitting on our front porch or
even our back deck anynore because we'll have to
| ook at the turbines on both sides of our hone.

Anot her concern is lack of cell service
t hat has been known to happen near turbines. If we
don't have cell service, our business could suffer.
That is ny business |line, and when | do nost of ny

busi ness calls is at hone.
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Qur biggest and nain concern is the health
and safety of our three girls. W have heard of
people having terrible pressure in their ears as
wel | as sleep problens when they live near these
i ndustrial wind turbines. Qur children suffer from
noti on sickness now. W are so worried that they
wll suffer, as others have, living next to the
turbines. One of our children has problens with her
ears. | even -- | hate to think about putting her
t hrough nore pain if the turbines affect her as they
have so many ot hers.

Brad suffers frommgraines. Are the
turbines going to nake it worse? |, nyself, have
been nedi cated for anxiety and often have sl eep
issues. | amworried that living in the m ddl e of
this industrial wind farmwould just make our
tol erable health issues intolerable. It is so sad
to hear that other people living next to these that
have to | eave their honmes because of the health
I ssues.

| am concerned that quality of our life
wi Il change so much that we'll be forced to sell and
nmove, which brings up a whole 'nother issue, the
financial effects. If we're forced to sell, wll

our property value be |l ess once the turbines go in?
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| s anyone going to want to buy our house in the
m ddl e of an industrial wind farn? |'m concerned
that our property value will decrease.

| f we woul d have known that sone day we
would be living in the mddle of an industrial w nd
farm we would have never built our hone in Forest.
Thi s breaks our heart that we would have to sell our
home that we have worked so hard to build.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  You can take a break.

M5. CRESS: W had hopes that our children
woul d want to build their homes on sone of the | and
that we own. This hope is being shattered because
even if we stay after the turbines go in, they
woul dn't even be able to build on sone of our I|and
because of the setbacks.

How can three peopl e push through a
project of this size without a town vote? The
majority of the residents in Township -- in Forest
Townshi p do not want this farmto go through. Wy
didn't we have a say? Wat is even nore disturbing
is that right now the fate of our township and life
as we know it is in the hands of a panel of people
who nmay have financial interest in wind energy and
do not |ive near Forest.

| feel that there are far better places
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t han Forest to place industrial wind turbines. It
just isn't a good fit for us. A good solution would
be to site the wind turbines 1,500 feet from our
property line. This would not have an effect on the
nei ghboring property lines, and this would help
alleviate a ot of the issues with property rights,
shadow flicker and noise. Please consider this,
wth great sadness. | have a health exhibit too.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: |'d like to take a copy
of what you read. Thanks. Dena Cress, you
adm ni stered this questionnaire on Septenber 20th,
sanme health surveys like |I accepted before. And
it's also five pages. Ckay. And |I'Ill take your
comrents as well just to check and nake sure she got
everythi ng down. Thanks very nuch.

MS. CRESS: Thanks.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  Ellen Ard, A R D

ELLEN ARD, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  You're at 105 South
Mont ana?

MS. ARD: Mont ana.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Mbnt ana, New Ri chnond

MS. ARD: Correct.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: And is there any
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property or wind tower | ocation you' re concerned
about ?

M5. ARD: Al of them

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Fair enough.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. ARD: Good eveni ng, everyone.

St. Croix County, as you know, is one of the fastest
growi ng counties in the State of Wsconsin. Wth
the conpletion of the Stillwater bridge project,
this will beconme one of the many super- hi ghways

t hrough the state. The County of St. Croix is

| ooki ng at a trenendous anount of growth in

resi dential housing and placenent during this tine
follow ng the bridge.

The idea of turbines of utility scale
comng into the Town of Forest is sonething that was
not reasoned with at the tinme that all of the cities
and towns and villages were putting together
conpr ehensi ve plans, and the county, for the growth
of St. Croix County and the immnent growth fromthe
Stillwater bridge project.

Roads will be a major issue, given the
si ze and weight of the trucks which will carry the
equi pnent to the build sites. Qur roads are not

equi pped for that tonnage. Anyone can check the
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St. Croix County Hi ghway Departnment website to note
that the tonnage is listed; and that in the spring
and the fall, tonnage signs are placed on the roads
requiring that if you are over that weight, you wll
not be utilizing these roads because they wll not
bear the weight.

This is a great cost and will be a great
cost to road danmge as road damage i s not seen on
the surface. Road danmge happens in the subl ayer of
the road. And that is danmage that you will not see.
And thus far, Energing Energi es has not presented
any resolution for dealing wth damage to the roads
which will be below the surface. Anyone who has
worked with roads will tell you this is where the
danage occurs.

At the August 6, 2012, Health and Human
Servi ces board neeting of St. Croix County, Bill
Ri cosi of Energi ng Energi es answered questions for
t he board on the proposed devel opnent of the
H ghland Wnd Farm | would like to submt to you
at this tinme the audi o recordi ng provided by
St. Croix County of that neeting in its entirety.
You will find a tinme list of elenents which
M. Ricosi spoke on. This would be ny testinony and

it is also backed up by the m nutes of town neetings
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with the Town of Forest.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: (Okay. So the w tness
has handed nme a CD that's marked HHS board neeting
August 6, 2012, and I'll review this and nake a
decision on its entrance into the record.

MS. ARD: Thank you very much. During the
board neeting, M. Ricosi was answering questions by
heal th and human services conm ttee nenbers.

M. Ricosi stated that in 2007, work had begun on
devel oping a project for Forest. |In early 2008,
Enmer gi ng Energi es began attendi ng regul ar town board
and pl an comm ssi on neeti ngs.

EXAM NER NEWWVARK: Ma'am sl ow down,
pl ease.

M5. ARD: OCh, I'msorry. Ricosi stated
that in April of 2008, a w nd devel opnent resol ution
was put together after a public hearing. | have not
been able to find such a citation in the |ocal or
regi stered newspaper archives regarding said notice.

M. R cosi stated that he had asked the
town board if they could please nove forward with
the plans. The board responded that they woul d
prefer that Enmerging Energies wait until the April
neeting as that was the annual neeting and nore

residents would be in attendance. Ri cosi stated
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that the w nd devel opnent agreenent in place at the
time was basically the ground rules we are going to
pl ay by.

M. Ricosi further stated that after
gathering information fromthe net tower, a conpany
from Al bany, New York, laid out the plans for 57
turbines in the Town of Forest on property EE had
control over. M. Ricosi further stated that when
he presented options for the devel opnent size to the
town board, which included the option that a project
over 100 nmegawatts would go to the state, Ricosi
stated the town board replied, you know, we woul d
like to go as big as it can be for our own incone.

I n August of 2010, Ricosi states that the
resol ution was brought forward at the town board
neeting; and at the tine, the town board chair was
asked not once, not twice, but three tines if there
were any concern regarding the devel opnent.

Roger Swanepoel was the town chair at that
time. He had recused hinself from discussion due to
conflict of interest. The statenents nade by
M. Ricosi at the August 6, 2012, HHS board neeting
called to question as to the tineline, public
i nformati on out put, open neetings violations, during

this process. Energing Energies, LLC, is considered
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to be a nerchant plant under Wsconsin Statute
196.491(3)(d)(2) and (3). A nerchant plant is not
an electrical utility and, as such, is not required
to neet the standards of a utility in order to
receive a certificate of public conveyance and
necessity. Because of the nerchant plant | anguage,
utilities that eventually purchase the devel opnent
circunvent the rigid process that they would
normal |y be held to.

Enmer gi ng Energi es does not have the right
to em nent domain as a nerchant plant. However,
em nent domain would be in vote, as it was in the
Shirley Wnd project, once a utility has controlling
interest. Wsconsin is one of the few states that
has nmaintained its original constitutional |anguage;
and within that docunent, there are severa
protections for the residents of Wsconsin.

In Article I of the Wsconsin
Constitution, Section 13, the property of no person
shall be taken for public use w thout just
conpensation. There is no anount of nopney that can
replace the natural |andscape or the peace of nind
that you have in your honme. You can't buy that kind
of security against a utility scale wind farm

Under Section 14, all lands wthin the
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state that are declared to be allodial and feudal
tenures are prohibited. Leases and grants of
agricultural land for longer than a termof 15 years
in which rent or service of any kind shall be
reserved and all fines and |ike restraints upon
alienation reserved and any grant of |and hereafter
made are declared to be void.

The | ease agreenent that Energi ng Energies
has presented and the limtations and prohibitions
of PSC 128 creates a feudal tenure in reverse, for
both participating and nonparticipating residents of
the Town of Forest.

Rat her than running into the wind to
devel op alternative power sources of which we know
little and have little scientific data, spending
hundr eds of thousands of dollars on litigation, and
facing the possibility that individuals, the
environnent and the | and val ues may be harned, it
does seem prudent that we should stop and take the
time to evaluate the logic, safety and efficiency of
wi nd turbines in Wsconsin. Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  Thank you, ma'am

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: All right. Sue R ba,
RI B A
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SUE RI BA, PUBLI C WTNESS, DULY SWWORN

EXAM NER NEWWVARK: And we have your
mai | i ng address as 1856, is that 3107

M5. RIBA: Umhmm  310.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: 310, okay, d enwood
Cty. And any other address or turbine |ocation you
want to point out?

M5. RIBA: We have four turbines that are
going to be within a mle of us. The closest one
m ght be a quarter of a mle.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. If you could try
speaki ng up so the people can hear you in the back

MS. RIBA: Sorry.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. RRBA: M nane is Sue Riba, and I
live in the Town of Forest. |[|'ve lived here, ny
husband, Dale, and |, for 40 years. And | want you
to consider toni ght what do you consider pricel ess?
Thi nk about that for a mnute. Wbster's Dictionary
defines priceless as extrenely val uabl e, beyond
price, so valuable that it cannot be bought.

Wul d you agree that your famly, your
heal t h, and your peaceful country living fit into
t hat description? WMaybe you have a friend or |oved

one who is suffering froma serious health issue.
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What woul d you give for themto be healthy? Oten
there is no amobunt of dollars that can buy your
heal t h.

The wi nd turbines that are being proposed
for this Hi ghland Wnd Farm have had sone serious
health effects for the people of the Shirley Wnd
project in the eastern part of the state. This is
significant because they are one of the only
projects in the United States that have
500-feet-high wind turbines simlar to the ones they
are proposing for us.

Many of the wi nd turbine studies that are
bei ng quoted and referenced as safe for people are
ol d studies that were done several years ago. The
studi es are based on turbines that are at | east 200
to 250 feet shorter than the turbines that we are
dealing with in the Town of Forest. They have been
placed in very large fields in Illinois and | owa,
far away fromresidents. Many people there don't
even live on their farns.

Wnd turbines that are 500 feet tall have
only been used and built very recently. Energing
Energi es prom sed the people of the Shirley project
that there would be mtigation if there were any

health i ssues. On Tuesday in Madison, at the public
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heari ng, several residents were there to testify of
their personal health problens. Sleep depravation
headaches, nausea, just to nanme a few. They stated
t hat Energi ng Energi es has done nothing to help
them Their answer to these people, and | quote, is
we are not responsi bl e because we have sold the
project. The project has been, in fact, sold two
times already since its conpletion in 2010. Wat do
you think this says for accountability and
responsibility to the residents of the Shirley
project? Wuld you agree that Energi ng Energi es has
abandoned t hese people when they needed it nost?
Their health and wel |l -being evidently doesn't seem
to matter, does it?

It makes you wonder if they will stand
behi nd the prom ses that they have nmade to the
residents and the famlies of Forest. Qur farmis
nearing its 100th birthday. It's been a wonderf ul
pl ace for several generations, and it's provided a
rich legacy of famly and faith and peaceful country
living and work ethics that you cannot put a
dol | ar-and-cents val ue on. There's several other
fine dairy farns and many fanmilies who al so want to
enjoy the beauty and the peacefulness that this area

pr ovi des.
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And we would like to ask the PSC, we know
that our future and the future of our children and
grandchildren, it's in your hands. And we would
like to ask you to reconsider the proposal to build
t hese 41 500-foot turbines in the towmn -- this
little Town of Forest. The value of the quality of
the life that we have here is priceless. Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  Thank you.

MS. ARD: Your Honor, nmay | add to the
record, just to clarify, that | was in attendance at
t hose neeti ngs.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Hang on a second. Did
you need to hand ne sonet hi ng?

MS. RI BA: No.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Go ahead. Thanks.

M5. RIBA: |I'mfinished. Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Thank you. Of the
record.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ma'am pl ease go ahead.

M5. ARD: M nane is Ellen Ard, A RD, 105
Sout h Mont ana, New Ri chnond, Wsconsin. |'ma
resident of St. Croix County. | was in attendance
at the August 12th, 2010, Town of Forest neeting. |

was al so in attendance at the August 6, 2012, health
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and human services conmmttee neeting for St. Croix
County.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Al right. Thank you
very nuch.

MS. BENSKY: Can | ask a question?

EXAM NER NEWWVARK:  Sur e.

MS. BENSKY: How did you conme to get
possessi on of the CD?

M5. ARD: | asked the county for their
recorded version of the day -- of the neeting.

MS. BENSKY: |Is there a particular person

that you got it from do you renenber?

MS. ARD: | believe, after several phone
calls, | -- after several phone calls to the county,
first | tried the clerk of -- the county clerk, and

then | spoke with the secretary who then said we'll
have sonmeone call you. And then | was called and
told that | could pick it up at the Health and Human
Services Center and it would be $5.

MS. BENSKY: Thank you.

M5. ARD: You're very wel cone.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Dal e Ri ba.

DALE RI BA, PUBLI C WTNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  And | have you at 1856

310 Street, denwod City?
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MR R BA: Yep.
EXAM NER NEWMARK:  All right. And let ne
ask, any other property or turbine |ocation you want
to pinpoint?
MR RIBA: No. Probably there's just
four, four that are right east of nme that are close.
EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.
DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR RIVA I|I'mdefinitely out of ny
confort zone. |I'ma dairy farner and, as you can
see, | don't have a clipboard, I just -- you fold it

up and you bring it along. And I'd like to talk to
t he subject of mtigation of stray voltage on a
dairy farm | don't know if any of you have farned
or do it on the side or what; but by the tine -- you
have to understand that in a dairy herd, by the tine
it gets to mtigation, your herd is ruined. You' ve
al ready ruined your herd, and then you try and go
get alittle conpensation for it. And there's just
no -- there's no getting that back.

You know, all ny life I've bred cattle,
|"ve tried to take good care of them And to have
the possibility of stray voltage woul d be tough on
me. It really would, and ny famly, and ny son, and

my grandchildren. And it would al so be tough on ny
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ability to earn a living.

And it's pretty hard to pass on a herd to
t he next generation -- and I'm you know, |'m about
ready to pass it on. |It's pretty hard to pass it on
if it's been negatively affected by stray voltage.
And renenber, we are the dairy state, not the w nd
state.

So the next point that | have is | was at
a town board neeting. And the town board at that
time, the previous town board from what we have now,
approved dues for the state towns associ ati on that
they were a part of that. And | found out that the
t owns associ ation was agai nst industrial w nd
turbines in the State of W sconsin.

So during the recall election canmpaign, a
gentl eman cane to nme that was on the previous board.
And | asked hi mabout that, | said why would you
want to pay dues, why would you want to be a part of
sonet hing that you don't go along with or you don't
follow their recommendati on? And he told ne
sonething that | don't think |I've ever forgot. He
said nost of the other places have a | ot of people,
and you wouldn't want to place wind turbines next to
a nunber of people.

And | think to nyself that the majority of
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t he people in Forest Township are asking: AmI| not
i mportant enough? You know. Now, |I'd like you to

| ook around at all the faces here, which famlies or
i ndi vidual s don't have enough val ue that you are
willing to sacrifice their quality of |life? Do you
think there's sonme here? | don't know.

Pl ease, this is ny -- this is ny plea.

Pl ease do your homewor k before you nake us take the
test. Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Thank you.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWWARK: Ckay. W have three
nore people who submtted fornms and sel ected that
they would like to speak. Are there any nore forns,
any nore people who would |like to nake a comment ?

FROM THE AUDI ENCE: Dale forgot to turn in
his health form He's got it.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Well, let's get off
record.

(D scussion off the record.)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Back on the record.
This is WI E S E S?

M5. WESER. Weser. WI ESER W
handwriting probably doesn't help.

ROSALI E W ESER, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN
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EXAM NER NEWVARK: State your nane for the
record.

M5. WESER  Rosalie Weser.

EXAM NER NEWWARK: And let's see, the
property you're interested in is 2087 310th Street
in Genwod City; is that right?

M5. WESER:. denwod City is the address,
but it's in Forest Township. There's three w nd
turbines within -- excuse ne, four w nd turbines
wWithin three-quarters mle.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Ckay. And just let ne
doubl e-check. On your formyour said you filled out
a sheet before?

M5. WESER: | filled out one just |like
that, only I didn't wish to speak, but |I changed ny
m nd.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. But you didn't
wite a conment on it?

M5. WESER. No, | didn't.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: | just wanted to be
sure.

M5. WESER. And the address -- | just
nmoved, so ny other sheet | think |I nmessed up the
current address, the nunbers in it, but this one is

correct.
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EXAM NER NEWMARK:  All right. Thanks. o
ahead.

M5. WESERT M nane is Rosalie Weser,
and my nom and ny dad own |land and live in the
Townshi p of Forest and will be greatly affected by
t hese wi nd turbines.

Now, first of all, | want to state that ny
birthday is on October 1st, and | |like to brag that
it is always beautiful on Cctober 1st. The | eaves
are just gorgeous, and we don't have to go anywhere
to see those beautiful colors. W see themright
here in the Township of Forest.

Now, you've seen paintings of those
beautiful fall colors. Have you ever seen w nd
turbines in those paintings? No. Anyone who thinks
that these wind turbines will not affect the
| andscape, that they're just |ike tel ephone |ines or
railroads, are just trying to put one by you.

Now, ny parents -- well, first of all,
what is the concept of green anynore? Holl ywood
has -- in ny opinion has totally tw sted that
concept of green. They fly around in their jets and
they party all night |ong; but hey, they carry
around those bags that have green | abels on the

back. O what about the political agendas? 10

g \
\ N |
WWW.GRAMANNREPORTING.COM * 414.272.7878 GRAMANN
Innovation - Expertise - Integrity REPORTING




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Transcript of Proceedings - October 11, 2012 974
Volume 6

percent of Wsconsin needs to have green energy.
W're going to put noney into that. Well, at what
cost in our famlies' lives and what are we getting
fromit? Are we really getting renewabl e energy?
What ' s consi dered renewabl e? Can you take back the
concrete? Can you put together the water table
again? Not the way | understand it.

And ny parents in nmy opinion are green.
They lived in this -- they have lived in the
Townshi p of Forest for over 40 years. They raised
us kids to appreciate the land. | have lived
outside. | did. W didn't go -- we went outside

when it was |light out and we didn't cone back in

until it was dark. And | feel sad because ny

husband and | work in the -- you know, near town and
we currently -- ny husband did work in St. Paul, but
we currently relocated to Brainerd, Mnnesota. |It's

beautiful there too. But we can't afford to buy
land. So | raise ny 16-nonth-old daughter in town.
She constantly points to the door; and she says yes,
yes. And | go outside as nuch as | can with her.
It's not the sanme to raise your kid in the
city. | visit honme as nmuch as | can. And she |oves
it. She says, grandma, | know what she wants, she

wants to be outdoors, she wants to feel God's
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presence. In ny opinion as a Christian, that's what
| believe. | never felt closer to God than when |

amout in nature. Have you ever gazed at a sunset
and felt noved, even if you're not a Christian, you
felt this grand presence inside of you. No one can
deny that. Even if you're not a Christian. You
felt sonething great.

| would not feel that if | |ooked outside
my parents' place and saw that sunset littered with
turbines, I would not feel that. Have you ever
woken up in the mddle of the night and heard the
coyotes call? | have. |It's beautiful. | don't
think I would hear that if those turbines were -- |
don't nean to be disrespectful, but it's in ny
heart. | feel like they would just be littering the
l and. You woul d not hear those coyotes call, at
| east fromthe research |I've done. Qur ani mal
popul ati on would be drastically affected.

Back to ny parents. They |love the |and.
Yeah, they hunt and, yeah, we gaze at fields that
are man-mde. But at what cost do you plant fields?
You gain fromthose fields. You feed your cattle
that you treat with I ove and respect. M husband
grew up on a dairy farm To this day, you can see

passion for cows in his heart. He always treated
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the animals well. He speaks of other great dairy
farnmers, and at |east they get stuff in return. And
| don't nean to call it stuff. [|'mnot the nost
educated or -- | feel like |I'm educated, but |I'm not
the best in speaking it in words.

But ny parents love this |and, they treat
the land well. | renenber ny nom al ways goi ng for
long wal ks to get away fromall of us eight Kkids,
all the noise of us eight kids. How else is she
going to get away fromus? Nice |long wal ks to be
with nature.

| just pray that you'll keep ny parents'
pl ace intact so that | can continue to bring ny
daughter there. And |like the gentlenman said
earlier, how many Sheila Lamm 's and Joe Shoptin's
do we need to shut down this idea of these w nd
tur bi nes when, yeah, | may be ignorant in sone ways,
but | still don't understand how we can be here when
in nmy opinion the town board or Wnd Energi es put
the vote through secretly and with ulterior notives,
di sregardi ng the concerns of the Town of Forest as a
whol e.

If | was going to make a deci sion
personally to put a wind turbine on ny land, | would

go out and seek everyone who woul d possi bly be
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af fected because | would not want themto be -- feel
like their land or livelihood was conprom sed by
sonething that | did. Thank you very nuch, and |I'm
sorry if | got enotional.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: That's quite all right.
Thanks very nuch.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Now we have Fred Hor ne,
HORNE

FRED HORNE, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVARK: | just wanted to ask
you a qui ck question. It looks |like you said you're
representing St. Croix County Health and Hunan
Servi ces board?

MR. HORNE: |'mchair of that board.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Geat. So your
appearance today is on behalf of the board?

MR, HORNE: Yes.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Not you personal ly?

MR HORNE: I'll say a little bit of both
t hen.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Ckay. |If you just want
to let us know when you're switching one to the
other. And | have you at 215 North Third in New

R chnond?
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MR. HORNE: That's correct.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Any ot her property or
turbine | ocation you're concerned about?

MR HORNE: |It's basically all of them

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR HCORNE: Mst of ny comments are
going to be about the -- | want to nake sure that |
i ntroduce the m nutes of the March 21st, 2012,
St. Croix County Health and Human Servi ces board
nmeeting and al so the August 6th m nutes of the
Heal t h and Human Servi ces board neeting.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Al l right. Let ne just
t ake that.

MR. HORNE: Actually that's ny only copy.
"Il just summarize a little bit of basically at the
March 21st neeting, it was unani nbus votes fromthe
HHS. Mbtion was introduced by Buzz Marzolf, who is
a supervisor, seconded by Linda Luckey, who is
anot her supervisor, unani nously adopted that the
board approve the recommendati on of the
representatives of the Town of Forest and that their
four-part request nmade March 21st, 2012, and the
conclusion printed on page 9 of their presentation

be honored. And basically what they were asking,
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the State of Wsconsin, basically a letter of
of ficial support of the Brown County Board of Health
resol ution, on behalf of the Town of d ennore and
the Town of Forest, in the State of Wsconsin,
petition the State of Wsconsin to authorize and
execute third-party non-biased health studies in
exi sting wind energy projects areas to determ ne why
i ndustrial w nd turbines make sone i ndividuals sick.
"' mnot saying that it nakes everyone sick, but
obviously it makes sone people sick, at |least from
the testinony that we've heard. And to assist the
Town of Forest and residents within the project
footprint with a voluntary baseline popul ation
heal th assessnent before and after, should the
Hi ghl and Wnd project be permtted by the Wsconsin
Publ i c Service Comm ssi on.

And, again, that was by unani nbus vote at
t he March 21st HHS board neeting. And then as a
foll owup on the August 6th neeting, which is where
at this point intime | was the chair. At the March
21st | was not the chair. | was a nenber of the
commttee, but not the chair. At the August 6th
nmeeting, Health and Human Servi ces board basically
were making it very clear that our involvenent in

this project is froma health perspective only.
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We're not the authorities on wind studies. But from
the testinony and the public coments that we had at
that neeting, clearly there is concern about the
health of the people living within -- basically the
popul ation living within these turbines. As was
mentioned earlier by individuals, St. Croix County
is one of the fastest grow ng counties in the state
and it just -- we have concerns of nore and nore
peopl e being subjected to these | arge w nd turbines
if they are approved. So nmuch so that one

supervi sor, Supervisor Hood, basically in our

m nutes wanted -- he indicated he would like to go
on the record that there are health concerns with

i ndustrial wind turbines and houses should not be

| ocated in wind turbine areas.

So I just wanted to make sure that these
are part of the record. M personal comment is |
remenber ny father telling nme many tines when he was
in Korea that part of his MREsS cane with cigarettes.
Clearly the governnment was advocating that
cigarettes were good for you or at |east they were
not harnful to you. CObviously, 50 years later we
all know differently.

And so tying this back to the Health and

Human Services board is | guess we have concerns of
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we don't know enough about these wind turbines in
popul ated areas. As other people nentioned, they
don't want to be the guinea pigs, they don't want to
be the Petri dish, to find out 50 years from now
that wind turbines may in fact be a health concern.

So our position is we would |ike nore
st udi es done before this project noves forward.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Thank you very nuch.

MR HORNE: Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWWARK: So | have both --

MR. HORNE: Both of the m nutes of the
August 6th and the March 21st.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Al l right.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWMARK: So we have Sheil a
Lammi, L AMMI.

MS. LAMM : Lamm , yes.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Just so you know, she's
nmy last formfor speaking. So get your forns up
here if you want to speak.

SHEI LA LAMM , PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Al l right, ma' am |
have you at 2087 310th Street, denwod City; is
that right?

M5. LAMM : 2087.
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EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  And is there any ot her
property or do you want to pinpoint a turbine in
particular that you want to tal k about?

M5. LAMM: Well, there will be four I|ess
than three-fourths of a mle around ny home, and one
alternate site is three-tenths of a mle. And, of
course, they just spread out fromthere.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY Ms. LAMM: | -- well, the PSC
Comm ssion will soon make a decision regarding the
H ghl and Wnd project. The wind industry speci al
interest groups are pushing their agenda. | don't
think they realize how negatively the residents
woul d be affected. The PSC should not approve the
proj ect because the scientific studies are
i nconpl et e.

Placing an industrial wind conplex in a
popul ated rural setting would be using people as
gui nea pigs. Forest Township is hone to 648 people
in 36 square mles. There are | ess popul ated areas
in Wsconsin with just as nuch wind or nore. |
actually found that on the website of maps show ng
the wind and the popul ati on of Wsconsin. And
Buffal o County has nore wind and | ess people, for

exanpl e.
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According to the Cear Tech Witer for the
M | waukee Journal on W sconsin public radio,
Septenber 2012 -- | happened to catch that radio
program by accident, it was quite interesting. They
were doing a study of putting service out over Lake
M chi gan because they recorded w nd speeds of 200
m | es per hour at 410 feet. The study was bei ng
done in conjunction with Mchigan State, Wsconsin
and M chigan. But it has been put on hold because
of lack of funding.

But anyway -- | will tal k about that again
later. But if a federal nandate neans putting w nd
turbines in -- he actually -- did | say this? He
actually said that Texas and lowa and | ndi ana and

M nnesota are w de open and better resources. D d

say that already? Anyway, |'mgetting tired.
So we should be spending -- we should be
placing -- we shouldn't be placing mllions of

dollars and tons of cenment into a project thinking
we can renove themif it doesn't work out.

So why was Forest Township targeted in the
first place? In a letter, The Rest of the Story,
2011, results of a survey sent to Forest residents
was given as one reason that Energi ng Energi es began

| ooking at the Town of Forest. And that survey
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never asked specifically about a wind industry
conpl ex. The question was the Town of Forest should
pursue the energy alternatives as a formof economc
devel opnent: A, biofuels; B, solar energy; C, w nd
energy; and D, other. Do you strongly agree,
di sagree, disagree, strongly di sagree or no opi nion.
So of the 258 surveys sent out, 152 were
turned, al nost 58 percent. And of those responding,
75 percent agreed with wind. And 70 percent also
pi cked solar. And sonme others, 46 percent, picked
bi o and 12 percent picked ot her.
Well, | don't renmenber the survey, but |
probably woul d have agreed with all four choices.
W nd woul d have sounded good. After all, ny uncles
all used windmlls to punp water on their dairy
farms. And | know a man, a lawer, M. Rebard, in
d enwood City, he had sol ar panels on his house in
1970s or '80s, | can't renmenber for sure how | ong
ago it was. And |'ve driven by a private turbine on
my way to New Ri chnond thi nking that was a good
idea. | didn't even -- back when the survey was
out, I didn't even know | arge turbines existed. And
al so I woul d have thought that the survey was about
our own energy needs, not those of 30,000 househol ds

far away from here.
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And, of course, the Town of Forest
conpr ehensi ve pl an, which has already been tal ked
about several tines tonight and this afternoon, and
t hat plan supports this reasoning. It states, adopt
renewabl e energy policies and practices as part of a
strategy to neet future energy needs. | assuned
this is the energy needs of Forest Township. The
pl an woul d even allow -- the plan would -- the whole
pl an woul d not even allow the Hi ghland Wnd project.

The vision statenent is, in the year 2030,
we envision that the Town of Forest will continue to
offer the rural country setting, snmall town
at nosphere, and well rated quality of life that it
does today. C ean water resources, farm ands,
forests and scenic open spaces will continue to
of fer residents the opportunity to enjoy the w de
open spaces -- no, opportunities, I'msorry, |
skipped a line -- wll offer residents the
opportunity to enjoy the natural beauty and
resources of the comrmunity.

| believe high turbines would destroy the
sceni ¢ wi de open spaces. And apparently others feel
the sane way. That M chigan project that | was
t al ki ng about, they would place the turbines on

floating platforns in the Lake M chigan waters 30
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mles out fromshore. Wy? So they would not be
vi si bl e.

Anot her part of the plan that woul d not
al l ow t he Highland project is under the economc
devel opnent, it states overall -- this was talked
about, again, | said by others -- other than
agriculture, forestry, recreation and cottage
i ndustry, consistent with the community's rural
nature, no new | arge-scal e busi nesses or industry is
desired in the Town of Forest, unless it is |ocated
in a designated area, in the ham et of Forest or
al ong State H ghway 64, as designated in the future
| and use plan nmap.

Well, | think 40 500-foot turbines would
certainly be | arge-scale industry. The Hi ghl and
proj ect would nmake other parts of the plan al so
difficult to inplenent.

Now, this one | don't think |I heard yet.
Pronote the town as a desirable |ocation for organic
farms. Nobody in ny opinion wuld want to set up an
organi ¢ farm surrounded by turbines and transm ssion
lines. It may not even be possible. If we allow
wi nd i ndustry, we would be losing a chance to better
feed our people. Gowng food closer to the source

of consunption inproves the health of the citizens
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and saves energy. Shipping food fewer mles would
save gas, for exanple. |In the book, The Meat You
Eat: How Corporate Farm ng Has Endangered Anerica's
Food Supply, Ken M dkiff argues that raising food
locally will inprove the quality of life for both us
and the farm ani mal s.

Ckay. |'mgoing to have to get a drink of
water. |Is that all right?

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  Yeah. Let's go off the
record.

(Di scussion off the record.)

M5. LAMM: Ckay. Both the results of the
survey and the Forest plan suggests that we need to
spend tinme and noney | ooking for other sources of
energy. Another thing by accident, | caught a
public television show, Nova -- and | think maybe
God is hel ping ne because, you know, why did I -- |
never watch this channel at that tine tinme of night,
so | think God's hel ping here sonmehow.

But anyway, on Nova, a scientist was --
wel |, they were tal king about all the alternate
energies, and including wind by the way. And I
noticed that the wind was -- turbines were up where
they're away from hones. And, anyway, then they

al so tal ked about solar. A scientist was describing
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his search for cheaper solar panel materials because
that's the biggest drawback with solar is the price

of the panels. And he was havi ng success, naybe --

hopeful |l y maybe you can catch the show.

Anot her scientist was trying to nmake nore
efficient solar panels by m m cking photosynthesi s,
which is a very clean energy process as we know.
That's why we have plants grow ng in our houses.

And he was having sone success with that. So solar
energy does |l ook promsing. And other alternate
energy sources are inproving as well. Wwo knows
what the future hol ds?

More inportantly, too, we nust not forget
about conservation. And I don't see people really,
really doing as nmuch as they could. And according
to Nucl ear Energy is Not the Answer by Hel en
Cal dcott, conservation is very inportant. Because
the United States uses nore energy than any other
country, we need to do nore. Recycling helps, and
that's a good | aw that was passed. According to
Happi ness Magazi ne, recycling one alum num can saves
enough energy to run a television for three hours.
How about turning it off nore? W should do -- how
about hanging clothes out to dry? | don't see that,

every honme hanging their clothes out anynore. Just
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turn the dryer on, use electricity.

Well, wal king instead of driving, you've
all heard that. But how nuch do we actually do it?
And cloth bags instead of plastic? | guess -- |'ve
heard that this has really gone up in sone cities,
but | don't see it around here. |I'mone of the only
ones that -- maybe one or two other people that |'ve
seen in the last couple years using cloth bags for
their groceries. W especially need to stop
t hrowi ng food away. Having worked in |ocal schools,
| have seen what ends up in the garbage cans.

Energy was used to produce, ship and prepare that
food. W are wasting it.

O her alternate energi es and conservation
shoul d be done in ways that protect the environnment.
The Hi ghl and Wnd project would not. M 40 wooded
acres wll be surrounded by several turbines. Mre
woul d be |l ess than three-fourths of a mle fromny
house. One alternate turbine would be three-tenths
of amle in the area of beautiful -- right in the
area of the beautiful sunsets that | | ook at every
night. And | have a | ot of woods, so that's the sky
that | -- nost of the sky that | have the best view
of, and sonme of the other turbines are going to be

in that sanme view because there's so many of them
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Let's see. Kind of skipped around a
little bit. Yeah, I've lived here for 40 years, and
it's been a struggle. But sonehow we managed to
hang onto our honme. Sonetines we -- being that I
live in the valley, we often have to drive up sone
very dangerous icy roads, hills. To -- the one --
both ways out. And we have to drive up themto go
to the grocery store or to get to our place of work.
But even worse was slowy backing down the |ong,
steep hill if we didn't nmake it up. And, well, and
that would hurt after that.

And for many years our children endured
the long bus rides while attending a school 13 miles
away. And when we first noved out there when the
kids started school, they were the first ones on and
the last ones off. Now they changed that, you know,
so you can't be the last one off if you're the first
one on. But back then, it happened to ny kids. So
t hey had sone long bus rides. But the peace and the
beauty that we experience every day nade those
sacrifices worth it.

And now that I'min ny 60s, | |ook forward
to sharing the woods not only with nmy children but
also wwth ny grandchildren. But they have no desire

to hunt or hike near the industrial turbines. M
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son actually had tal ked about buying ny place, but |

don't know if he's scared -- | think he's scared
about these turbines and he's -- he noved back to
Al aska to live again. He used to hunt for -- he

woul d just be gone all day hunting in our woods.

And but what about the deer? In Qur WIldlife Have
D sappeared, an article January 2009, Gerry Meyer of
Brownsville, Wsconsin, who lives inside an
industrial wind farmin Fond du Lac says, "I have
not seen a deer since the construction began. Mny
years ago, ny neighbor's father built a hunting
stand in the corner of the woods and shot many deer
fromit. This year ny nei ghbor saw no deer. The
only thing he saw was shadow flicker fromindustri al
wi nd turbines and the annoyi ng sound fromthese
turbines." Those are his words.

So if the deer |eave or too nany bats are
killed, the danage is -- we don't even know t he
damage. The whol e ecosystem coul d change with
devastating results. According to the Departnent of
Nat ural Resources, fruit bats eat -- see, | noticed
sonething, | made a m stake. OCh, well, fruit bats
eat fruit, nectar and pollen which hel ps plants
pollinate. D d anybody think of a bat |ike that

ever? O course, we all know they eat nmany species
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of wasps, noths, |eafhoppers, and flies including
nosqui toes, up to 600 in one hour.

And, actually, | caught another show by
accident. CBS This Mrning, on Cctober 3rd, not too
| ong ago, the program was about the great white
whal e. Scientists are studying themto find out --
try to find out why they're declining. Because the
scientists predict that if we |ose them the
trickle-down effect would endanger our oceans. Wo
woul d think that, hnm? That one species could
endanger a big body of water |ike our oceans.

So if the turbines are built and ny
children aren't around to visit so nuch, if at all
the trails may be left to just nme and ny horse. And
because horses will not go near sounds -- or rather
near turbines, another m stake, horses will not go
near turbines, they may not be safe to ride. And |
went online; and according to Horse Sense by Ashl ey
Giffin, Horse Senses | nean, horses can hear a
w der range of sound than humans. They can hear a
range of 14 Hz to 25 KHz, conpared to humans at 20
to 20. So that's 14 to 25 conpared to 20 to 20.

And if any of you have horses, you know of
their ability to hear. And | nean, not their

ability to hear, | just nentioned that, their
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ability to pick up a sound fromdifferent directions
and narrow in on it. This is because they have 10
muscles in their ears conpared to our three, and
they can nove their ears 180 degrees. And they can
single out a specific area to listen to. And this
allows the horse to focus on the direction a sound
is comng from isolate it and run the other way.
Those of you who have horses know exactly what |'m
tal ki ng about .

This is from-- and there is another
article online fromthe Horse & Hound Magazi ne,
2004. And this is where the horse owners in Wl es
opposed the wnd farnms because their horses acted
erratically around the wnd turbines. The riders
reported hearing odd noi ses from machi nes saying the
horses did not |like the turbines. And by the way,
there are many other horse owners besides ne in the
Town of Forest. And | wish that -- | don't have a
count of them and | wonder if Enmerging Energies has
a count. And all you have to do is ride around
Forest Townshi p, though, and you can see there are a
| ot of horses.

And so | wouldn't be safe riding probably
or my children wouldn't be safe riding. | have a

daughter that |oves to ride. And how about if we're
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out in the yard, out in the woods, wal ki ng on road,
| would be a ot closer to the turbines than |
mentioned earlier. Wuld | be safe? How w Il they
affect ny hearing aid and ny tel evision? And ny
hearing, | don't -- and ny eardruns are danaged from
since |l was a little toddler, possibly fromthe red
neasl es, nobody even knows. And nobody even knows
how t he wind turbines are going to affect them

But there's an article, according to Dave
St aunton, he's a Welsh father of two children with
heari ng aids. He says, "Turbines give off a | ow
frequency noise which can interfere with hearing
devices. There would also be a magnetic device from
the turbines and the apparatus for the hearing aid
has a magnet. It neans that when they're outside,
my children would have to take their hearing aids
out which m ght not be safe."

And, of course, on the sane website it
tal ks about television reception. The Ontario
residents in North Gower-Ri chnond, Ontario, reported
that as soon as the turbines started operating in
their area, their TV reception was interrupted. |
guess there were a couple dozen built nearby.

All right. So wth all these changes to

nmy environnment, ny honme would feel |ike a prison.
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woul d want to | eave Forest Township which | never
wanted to since |'ve been here. | nean, |'ve

t hought about it because it's been hard |iving
there. But it always canme down to there's no other
pl ace that |'d rather be. O course now, with the
turbines comng in, there's a |lot of places I'd
rather be. But it mght be hard to sell ny hone,
which is all | have. | have enough noney in the
bank right now just to pay ny next real estate
taxes. Oherwise |'mliving day-to-day.

So who's going to answer this ad: For
sal e, recreational |and, 40 wooded acres surrounded
by 41 500-foot turbines? WIlI, naybe the governnent
shoul d exercise em nent donmain and buy ny property.
And | don't know, | guess that's not in the books at
all, I haven't heard anythi ng about that.

So | hope the wind project is not
approved. W have a noral obligation to our
children and our children's children. W should not
be trading sunrises and sunsets for huge bl ades,
cenent and transmi ssion |lines. Nobody says it
better, you all renmenber the Native Anerican
I ndians, right? And | think you know what kind of a
deal they got. Wll, there was a peaceful Chief

Seattl e that gave a fanpbus speech, and |'mgoing to
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just skip sone lines and just, you know, read a few
of the lines, because | think he says it quite well.
And this was back in the md 1850s: Wen the
governnment wanted to buy the |l ands of his exhausted
and def eated people, he responded in his native
tongue: How can you buy the sky? How can you own
the rain and the wnd? M nother told ne every part
of the earth is sacred to our people. M father
said to ne we are part of the earth and it is part
of us. VWhat will happen when the view of the ripe
hills is blotted by talking wires? Were will the

t hi cket be? Gone. Were will the eagle be? Cone.
And what wi || happen when we say good-bye to the
swift pony and the hunt? It wll be the end of life
and the begi nning of survival. Preserve the |and
and the air and the rivers for your children's
children and love it as we have loved it.

So all of this tal k about ownership, we
don't own this place, we don't own that place, you
don't own it. |It's the people that are -- aren't
here yet. So let's think about those, and | hope
that we -- the PSC does not approve the project.
Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Thank you.

(Wtness excused.)
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EXAM NER NEWMARK: All right. Let's go
of f the record.

(Di scussion off the record.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let's go on the record.
| think we have all our appearances. Anyone el se?
No?

COW SSI ONER CALLI STG: | want to thank
everybody in the crowd for attendi ng tonight.

You' ve been very hel pful.

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  And |I'd |ike to thank
you all for com ng and your participation and your
comrent s, hel pful coments, and your patience. And
your behavi or here was excellent. Thanks very nuch.

(The hearing concluded at 9:25 p.m)

"
L
WWW.GRAMANNREPORTING.COM * 414.272.7878 GRAMANN
Innovation - Expertise - Integrity REPORTING




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Transcript of Proceedings - October 11, 2012 998
Volume 6

STATE OF W SCONSIN )
M LWAUKEE COUNTY )

I, LYNN M BAYER, RMR, Certificate of Merit
Reporter with the firmof G amann Reporting Conpany, 710
North Pl anki nton, Suite 710, M | waukee, W sconsin, do
hereby certify that | reported the foregoing proceedings,
and that the sanme is true and correct in accordance with
my original machi ne shorthand notes.

DATED THI S DAY OF , 2012.

Lynn M Bayer
Certificate of Merit Reporter
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